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Bournemouth School 

Knowledge Organiser: Year 8 Autumn Term 1 

‘Knowledge is power’ by Francis Bacon 

A knowledge organiser provides you with all the most important knowledge you need for each unit of study this half term.   Your aim is to transfer all of this information 

into your long-term memory so you can use it in your lessons and further expand your understanding of this work. 

How to use your knowledge organiser (KO): 

1. Ensure you have your KO with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 

2. Ensure you have your Homework Learning Journal with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 

3. In lessons when you have covered information that appears on your KO, your teacher will ask you to put a tick next to that section.  This means that is now added 

to what you must learn for homework. 

4. Initially, follow your homework timetable to decide what to revise each evening. 

5. There are 4 strategies that you can use to revise.  They are progressively more challenging so always start with the first in the list.   

a. Look Cover Write Check 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. LOOK carefully at the subject and section of your KO you want to revise and try to remember as much as you can.  Remember this should be a 

ticked section. 

iii. Now COVER this information so you can’t read it. 

iv. WRITE out what you can remember word for word in your Homework Learning Journal. 

v. CHECK what you have written by comparing it to your KO.  Tick each correct word in green pen and correct any errors you have made. 

vi. Repeat this process until you are confident you can remember everything you need. 

AIM: 

You should be able to repeat the information by rote 

b. Self or peer quizzing 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. Write out a list of questions you could ask either yourself or a friend about this section of the KO.  Write these in your Homework Learning Journal. 

iii. If you are working on your own, cover the KO and write a full answer to each question. 

iv. If you are working with a partner swap books and copy down their questions and have a go at answering them. 

v. Now uncover the KO and with a green pen correct your work. 

AIM: 

You should be able to repeat the information by rote but with a good understanding 

 

c. Playing with words and sentences 



i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. You now want to check how well you have learnt the information in your KO. 

iii. Definitions – look at words that are used in this section.  Can you write a definition in your own words? 

iv. Rephrasing – can you rewrite the sentences or explanations in your own words? 

v. Summary – can you summarise the main points of this section of the KO? 

vi. Synonyms – can you write synonyms for key words and ideas? 

vii. New Sentences – can you write a sentence that includes the key vocabulary or definitions that you have learnt? 

AIM 

You should be able to use the information in your KO in a flexible and confident way in your writing. 

d. Think it, Link it 

i. This is a technique to use towards the end of the half term when you are revising all of the KO. 

ii. Think of the links or connections between different sections of your KO.   

iii. Write these out in your own words in your Homework Learning Journal. 

iv. Think about the links between a particular section of your KO and what you have learnt in your lessons.  Can you expand on this section by linking it 

to your wider knowledge?   

v. Write this out in your Homework Learning Journal. 

AIM 

You should be able to link your homework and your lessons to show a confident understand of the work covered. 

Homework Learning Journal  

1. Always write the subject and the date when you start your homework. 

2. Always write the strategy that you are going to use for your homework. 

3. Use a blue or black pen to complete your homework or a pencil if you need to draw. 

4. Always use a ruler to underline titles and dates. 

5. Use a green pen to complete corrections of your work. 

Checking: 

Your tutor will check your Homework Learning Journal at least once a week.  If they are concerned that you aren’t doing your homework properly they will offer support 

and guidance.  If you don’t respond to this guidance you will be added to the afterschool ‘Success club’ where a member of staff will help you complete your homework. 

DO NOW tasks: 

At the start of every lesson you should expect a Do Now task.  This is a low stakes retrieval quiz on what you have learnt so far.  If you have completed your homework this 

should be easy.  The aim is to get 100% in each of these.  If you miss this target occasionally, don’t worry.  If it happens regularly your teacher will ask your tutor to have a 

chat and offer you support. 
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Qu’est-ce que tu regardes à la télé? 
What do you watch on TV?

À la télé On TV

Je regarde…/ J’aime I watch/ I like

les dessins animés cartoons

les documentaires documentaries

les émissions de sport sports programmes

les émissions de télé-réalité tv reality programmes

les émissions musicales music programmes

les infos the news

les jeux télévisés game shows

la météo the weather

les series series

les séries policières crime series

les séries américaines American series

les comédies comedies

les films d’action action films

les films d’amour romantic films

les films d’aventure adventure films

les films d’arts martiaux martial arts films

In French, to say a film genre we say ‘a film of …’
e.g. Un film d’horreur – would translate as:
‘a film of horror’

Qu’est-ce que tu lis?
What do you read?

Je lis… I read

des BD comic books

des livres sur les animaux A book about animals

des livres d’épouvante A horror book

des magazines sur les célébrités A celebrity magazine

des mangas A Japanese comic book

des romans fantastique A fantasy novel

des romans policiers A thriller

des romans d’amour A romantic novel

Qu’est-ce que tu fais en ligne?
What do you do online?

J’envoie des e-mails. I send emails.

Je fais beaucoup de choses. I do lots of things.

Je fais des recherches. I do research.

Je fais des achats. I do shopping/I buy things.

Je fais des quiz. I do quizzes.

Je joue en ligne. I play online.

Je mets à jour ma page perso. I update my homepage.

Je vais sur… I go on…

Je télécharge I download

Je fais du codage I do coding
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England England

Irland Ireland

Nordirland Northern Ireland

Schottland Scotland

Wales Wales

Deutschland Germany

Österreich Austria

die Schweiz Switzerland 

Adjektive - Adjectives

Wie bist du? What are you like?

Ich bin… I am…

Er/Sie ist… He/She is…

faul lazy

freundlich friendly

intelligent clever

kreativ creative

launisch moody

laut loud

lustig funny

musikalisch musical

sportlich sporty

Länder - Countries

Was? What?

Wie? How?

Wo? Where?

Woher? Where from?

Was? Du spinnst! What? You’re joking!

Fragewörter - Question words

Was hast du?  What do you have?

Ich habe… I have…

einen Computer A computer

einen iPod An iPod

einen Fußball A football

eine Gitarre A guitar

eine Wii A Wii

eine Schlange A snake

ein Handy A mobile phone

ein Keyboard A keyboard

ein Skateboard A skateboard

Was denkst du? What do you think?

Ich denke I think 

Ich auch! Me too!

Ich nicht! Me neither!

Was denkst du? What do you think?

eins 1

zwei 2

drei 3

vier 4

fünf 5

sechs 6

sieben 7

acht 8

neun 9

zehn 10

elf 11

zwölf 12

dreizehn 13

vierzehn 14

fünfzehn 15

sechzehn 16

siebzehn 17

achtzehn 18

neunzehn 19

zwanzig 20

Zahlen - Numbers
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mein Lieblingssport my favourite sport

meine Lieblingsmusik my favourite music

meine Lieblingsfuß-
ballmannschaft

my favourite football 
team

mein Lieblingsland my favourite country

Meine Lieblingssachen - My favourite things



B
o

u
rn

e
m

o
u

th
 S

c
h

o
o

l –
K

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
O

rg
a

n
is

e
r
–

Y
e

a
r 8

G
R

A
P

H
IC

S

© 2023 Bournemouth School • www.bournemouth-school.org





B
o

u
rn

e
m

o
u

th
 S

c
h

o
o

l –
K

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
O

rg
a

n
is

e
r
–

Y
e

a
r 8

H
IS

T
O

R
Y

© 2023 Bournemouth School • www.bournemouth-school.org

        Bournemouth School: History Department: Knowledge Organiser: Year 8: Autumn 1: Slavery and Empire 
 

History skills: Key terms/definitions Empire: Timeline of key events: 

 
Term Definition 

 

 

1562-9: John Hawkins becomes the first Englishman definitely 
known to have traded in Africans. 

1765: Granville Sharp begins legal challenges  
to the British slave trade. 

1791: First abolition bill from Wilberforce defeated. 
1833: Slavery Abolition Act is passed in Parliament. All 

enslaved people in the Caribbean given freedom although 
some other British territories have to wait longer. 

1914-1918: Countries in the British Empire  
support Britain during WW1. 

1947: Declaration of Indian Independence. 

 

Source A ‘primary source’ taken from the time we are studying  

Interpretation A ‘secondary source’ taken from after the time we are studying  

Nature Type of source we are looking at e.g. cartoon, speech, diary  

Origin Who the source was written by and when  

Purpose Why the source was produced  

Intended audience Who the source was written for  

Imperialism  A policy of extending a country’s power through diplomacy/force  

Empire A group of states/countries under a single supreme authority  

Plantation A field which grows just one type of crop e.g. tobacco, sugar  

Middle Passage The journey which captured Africans took from Africa to America   
 

This is a map of the British Empire in 1921. Britain ruled a population of 
470-570 million people (around one quarter of the world’s population) 
including Canada, Australia, Hong Kong, India and parts of Africa and 

the West Indies. The British Empire brought many economic benefits to 
the people of Britain: however many of those living in the colonies 

suffered considerably. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key people 

  
 

  
 

 

Queen Victoria: 
Queen of England 

1819-1901 

 

 

Olaudah Equiano 

Writer and anti slavery 
campaigner 

 

 

Duleep Singh 

Ruler of the Punjab 
1843-1849 

 

 

William Wilberforce: MP 
and campaigner for the 

abolition of slavery 

 

Individuals Experiences in the British Empire 
 

Dadabhai 
Naoroji 

First Asian to become a British MP  

Dr Bhimrao 
Ambedkar 

An ‘untouchable’ who tried to improve the lives of those treated as 
outcasts in Indian society. 

 

Kumar Shri 
Ranjitsinhji 

The son of a nobleman in the Indian province of Kathiawar  

Lascar 
sailors 

Many Indians from very poor agricultural areas were taken on as 
sailors of British merchant ships 

 

Did You Know? 

On the Middle Passage, slaves were subject to horrific treatment.  They would be stacked 
50cm apart, temperatures would be over 35C and the journey could last 40-70 days. Illness 

was common and up until the 1750s, around one in five of the slaves transported died 
owing to the awful conditions.  

 
 

The Plantations 

The main crop grown was sugar (sometimes cotton/tobacco). 
On the plantations were field slaves who worked outside under 

the direction of the overseers and house slaves who would 
cook, clean and bring up the children. Conditions were terrible 

and punishments were harsh.  
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Key Words 

Atman 

The real person inside an individual, and a 
part of the spirit of Brahman; Atman is not 
something that can be seen or touched, 
but it is eternal and everlasting. 

 Karma and the Samsara Cycle 

Aum 
a sacred sound in Hinduism, repeated 
as a mantra and believed to be the 
essence of Brahman. 

 

Samsara Cycle 

The principle of cause and effect, which is 
that all actions have consequences., not 
only in this life, but our actions determine 
how the atman will be reborn in the next 
life. 

 

Murti Image or representation of Brahman. 
 

Varna 
a Sanskrit word, which means ‘order’ 
or ‘class’ often referred to as ‘the 
caste system.’ 

 

Why Hindus 

have murtis. 

As Brahman has no form, its attributes are 
known through murtis. There are three 
main murtis, each of whom has a consort 
(companion). 

 
Moksha 

Freedom from the Samsara Cycle, which 
means to become fully absorbed into 
Brahman who is pure atman. 

 

Karma 
Good and bad actions, which can 
affect rebirth; actions have 
consequences. 

 The Hindu Caste System 

Origin of the 

Caste System 

Originated about 4,000 years ago, when 
introduced by the Aryans. Details can be 
found in the Hindu Vedas, which tell the 
myth of Purusha. 

 
Moksha 

To be freed from the Samsara Cycle 
and to become one with Brahman 
(pure atman). 

 
Brahma 

Creator of the universe and all its 
creatures. He has four heads and recites 
the Vedas continuously. 

 

Introduction to Hinduism 

Vishnu 

Preserver and protector of creation. In 
order to protect he returns to earth as an 
avatar. He has had nine avatars, and is 
expected to return a tenth time. 

Purusha 

This myth tells the story of how Brahma 
made the first man, Purusha, who was 
later sacrificed and from his body four 
different groups or castes were taken. 

 

Sanatan Dharma 
Meaning ‘Eternal Truths of Life’ as 
Hinduism is not a defined set of beliefs 
but is rather a way of life. 

 

How old is 

Hinduism? 

Hinduism is one of the world’s oldest 
religions, dating back 5000 years 

 

Shiva 

Shiva is responsible for the end of life and 
creation. His cosmic dance of death 
dissolves the universe. He is worshipped 
for his role in the renewal of the universe.  

 
The Four 

Castes 

Brahmins (Holy Men), Kshatriyas (Rulers), 
Vaishyas (Skilled workers), Shudras 
(unskilled workers). 

 

Origins of 

Hinduism 

Hinduism is based on the teachings of 
two tribes: Dravidians and Aryans. 

 

Harijans 

Meaning ‘children of God’. These are a 
group of people who do not belong to any 
Caste, sometimes referred to as 
‘untouchables’. 

 

Dravidians 
The Dravidians were indigenous to 
India and were invaded by the Aryans. 

 

Saraswati 

The consort of Brahma, and the goddess 
of knowledge and learning. She is a 
popular murti who is worshipped by 
students when they have important 
exams. 

 

Aryans 

The Aryans migrated to India around 
1500 BCE and integrated their own 
beliefs and practices into Indian 
culture. 

 

Purpose of 

the Caste 

System 

The caste system divides Indian society in 
to social groups based on skills and 
employment, which brings structure and 
order to everyday life. 

 

Lakshmi 

The consort of Vishnu, and the goddess of 
good luck and fortune. She accompanied 
Vishnu as Sita when he visited earth to 
destroy Ravana, the ten-headed demon.  

 

Brahman 
The ONE supreme spirit who exists 
within every living organism.  

 
Can you 

change 

castes?  

Hindus are born into Castes based on 
karma earned in previous lives; they 
cannot change their caste in this life, but 
must earn good karma in the hope of a 
better rebirth in the next life. 

 

Parvati 

The consort of Shiva, and the goddess of 
love and devotion. She is the mother of 
the elephant god, Ganesh. Hindus pray to 
her when they are seeking a partner in 
marriage. 

 

Pantheism 
The belief that God lives within every 
living organism, humans, animals and 
plant life. 

 
Disadvantages 

of Castes 

They may be divisive and discriminatory 
as mixing of castes is forbidden, and 
upper castes act superior to lower castes.   
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Keyword Learn

anther
The male part of a flower that 

produces pollen.

fertilisation
Joining of a nucleus from a 

male and female sex cell.

filament
The part of a flower that holds 

up the anther.

germination
The period of time when a seed 

starts to grow.

ovule
Female sex cells in plants 

found in the ovary.

petal
A brightly coloured part of a 

flower that attracts insects.

pollen
Contains the plant male sex 

cells found on the stamens.

pollination

Transfer of pollen from the 

male part of the flower to the 

female part of the flower on the 

same or another plant.

seed
Structure that contains the 

embryo of a new plant.

seed dispersal
The movement of seeds away 

from the parent plant.

stamen
The male reproductive parts of 

the flower.

stigma

The female part of a flower that 

is sticky to catch grains of 

pollen.

photosynthesis

The process plants and algae 

use to make their own food, 

glucose. In photosynthesis, 

carbon dioxide and water react 

together to make glucose and 

oxygen.

stomata

Pores in the bottom of a leaf 

which open and close to let 

gases in and out.

Learn to draw 
and label this 

diagram.

The word equation for photosynthesis in the 

presence of light and chlorophyll is:

Carbon dioxide + water → glucose + oxygen

Learn this equation

Learn to draw and label this diagram of a leaf.

Investigating photosynthesis

Iodine solution is used to test leaves for the presence 

of starch. After a few minutes of adding starch to a 

prepared leaf, the parts of the leaf that contain starch 

turn the iodine from brown to blue/black. This shows 

the plant has been using photosynthesis. 

Learn how pollination works.

Seed dispersal 

After fertilisation plants have to spread their 

seeds so they can grow in a new place.  

There are many ways that plants do this. 

By the wind.

By animals eating them.

By making them stick to animal fur.

By explosion or quick release.

Learn how seed dispersal works.

Pollination

This occurs when the pollen grain 

lands on the stigma and the nucleus 

fuses with the ovule to form a seed. 

It can be carried out by insects, 

animals or the wind.

Insect pollinated flowers have 

bright colours, scents and nectar to 

attract insects. 

Wind pollinated flowers have long 

anthers, produce lots of pollen and 

have feathery stigmas to catch the 

pollen.

Learn how we investigate photosynthesis



Purity and separating mixtures
Keywords Definition Taught

Substance Matter made of a fixed ratio of atoms with characteristic 

properties.

Pure substance A substance made up of only one type of element or 

compound

Mixture A substance made up of 2 or more elements or 

compounds that aren’t chemically bonded to each other

Solute The substance that dissolves in a liquid to form a 

solution

Solvent The liquid in which a solute dissolves

Solution Is the mixture formed when a solute has dissolved in a 

solvent

Soluble Describes a substance that will dissolve

Dissolve Cause a solute to become part of a solution

Insoluble Describes a substance that will not dissolve

Solubility A measure of how much solute will dissolve

Saturated A solution in which the maximum amount of solute has 

been dissolved

Evaporation Separates soluble solids from liquids – e.g. a salt and 

water solution

Filtration Separates insoluble solids from liquids – e.g. sand and 

water

Chromatography Separates dyes in inks

Distillation Separates either 1) liquid and a solid (simple) or 2) 

mixture of liquids (Fractional)

Dissolving Is the process that occurs when a solute is added to a 

solvent to form a solution

Filtrate The liquid part that is collected after filtration

Residue The solid that remains after filtration

Technique What it separates?

A – Evaporation To separate a soluble solid from a solution

B – Crystallisation The process of producing crystals from a solution by evaporating the solvent

C – Simple distillation To separate the solvent from a solution, or to separate a mixture of 2 liquids

D – Fractional distillation To separate 2 or more liquids which have different boiling points

E – Filtration To separate an insoluble solid from a liquid

F – Chromatography To separate different soluble substances, usually coloured pigments, which are mixed 

in a solution
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How long should I spend on my homework? 
 

 

 

You should spend a maximum of 1.5 Hours revising each day. 

You can decide what you revise in each slot that is called Free Choice.  You can do this at the start of the year and have a 

fixed plan or you can decide on each day based on how well you feel you know your Knowledge Organisers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Timetable 

 1Mon 1Tue 1Wed 1Thu 1Fri 2Mon 2Tue 2Wed 2Thu 2Fri 

Reg           

1           

2           

Break           

3           

4           

Reg           

Lunch           

5           

6           

 

 


