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Bournemouth School 

Knowledge Organiser: Year 7 Spring Term 1 

‘Knowledge is power’ by Francis Bacon 

A knowledge organiser provides you with all the most important knowledge you need for each unit of study this half term.   Your aim is to transfer all of this information 

into your long-term memory so you can use it in your lessons and further expand your understanding of this work. 

How to use your knowledge organiser (KO)? 

1. Ensure you have your KO with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 

2. Ensure you have your homework learning journal with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 

3. In lessons when you have covered information that appears on your KO your teacher will ask you to put a tick next to that section.  This means that is now added to 

what you must learn for homework. 

4. Initially follow your homework timetable to decide what to revise each evening. 

5. There are 4 strategies that you can use to revise.  They are progressively more challenging so always start with number 1.   

a. Look Cover Write Check 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. LOOK carefully at the subject and section of your KO you want to revise and try to remember as much as you can.  Remember this should be a 

ticked section. 

iii. Now COVER this information so you can’t read it. 

iv. WRITE out what you can remember word for word in your Homework Learning Journal. 

v. CHECK what you have written by comparing it to your KO.  Tick each correct word in green pen and correct any errors you have made. 

vi. Repeat this process until you are confident you can remember everything you need. 

AIM: 

You should be able to repeat the information by rote 

b. Self or peer quizzing 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. Write out a list of questions you could ask either yourself or a friend about this section of the KO.  Write these in your homework learning journal 

iii. If you are working on your own, cover the KO and write a full answer to each question. 

iv. If you are working with a partner swap books and copy down their questions and have a go at answering them. 

v. Now uncover the KO and with a green pen correct your work. 

AIM: 

You should be able to repeat the information by rote but with a good understanding 

c. Playing with words and sentences 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 



ii. You now want to check how well you have learnt the information in your KO. 

iii. Definitions – look at words that are used in this section.  Can you write a definition in your own words? 

iv. Rephrasing – can you rewrite the sentences or explanations in your own words 

v. Summary – can you summarise the main points of this section of the KO? 

vi. Synonyms – can you write synonyms for key words and ideas 

vii. New Sentences – Can you write a sentence that includes the key vocabulary or definitions that you have learnt? 

AIM 

You should be able to use the information in your KO in a flexible and confident way in your writing. 

d. Think it, Link it 

i. This is a technique to use towards the end of the half term when you are revising all of the KO. 

ii. Think of the links or connections between different sections of your KO.   

iii. Write these out in your own words in your homework learning journal 

iv. Think about the links between a particular section of you KO and what you have learn in your lessons.  Can you expand on this section by linking it 

to your wider knowledge?   

v. Write this out in your homework learning Journal. 

AIM 

You should be able to link your homework and your lessons to show a confident understand of the work covered. 

Homework Learning Journal  

1. Always write the subject and the date when you start your homework 

2. Always write the strategy that you are going to use for your homework 

3. Use a blue or black pen to complete your homework or a pencil if you need to draw. 

4. Always use a ruler to underline titles and dates 

5. Use a green pen to complete corrections of your work 

Checking: 

Your tutor will check your Homework Learning Journal at least once a week.  If they are concerned that you aren’t doing your homework properly they will offer support 

and guidance.  If you don’t respond to this guidance you will be added to the afterschool ‘Success club’ where a member of staff will help you complete your homework. 

DO NOW tasks: 

At the start of every lesson you should expect a Do Now task.  This is a low stakes retrieval quiz on what you have learnt so far.  If you have completed your homework this 

should be easy.  The aim is to get 100% in each of these.  If you miss this target occasionally don’t worry.  If it happens regularly your teacher will ask your tutor to have a 

chat and offer you support. 
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        Bournemouth School: History Department: Knowledge Organiser: Year 7: Spring 1: Monarchs 
 

Medieval and Early Modern monarchs: Key terms/definitions Roles of a medieval king: 

 
Term Definition 

 
Look rich/powerful and impress his people  

Monarchy Political system based upon the undivided power or rule of a single person  Win support/trust of barons and listen to their advice  

Magna Carta ‘Great Charter’ – rules agreed between King John and barons to rule England  Lead the army, win wars and keep his land  

Renaissance Revival/rebirth of European art/literature following classical models  Raise taxes fairly, in the same ways as previous kings  

Reformation Split of the Christian church into Protestant and Catholic religions  Stamp out crime, keep law and order in the country  

Protestant Section of the Christian church created as a ‘protest’ against Catholicism  Support the Church  

Annulment Break up of a marriage, stating that the marriage never took place  Have sons to avoid dispute over the next king  

Henry II and Thomas Becket: Key events: 
 

1154: Henry II becomes King of England 

1150s: Henry II quarrelled with the Church over the  

church courts and who should choose the bishops 

1162: Thomas Becket becomes Archbishop of Canterbury 

1164: Thomas Becket fled to France 

December 1170: Thomas Becket returned to England 

29th December 1170: Becket was killed in  

Canterbury Cathedral by four armed knights 

1173-4: Rebellion against Henry II led by his own wife  

and sons along with the Kings of France and Scotland 

1174: Henry II approached Pope Callixtus III  

to ask for support against the rebellion 

July 1174: Henry II walked barefoot to Canterbury Cathedral  

and was whipped by bishops, abbots and 80 monks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key people 

  
 

  
 

 

Henry II: King of 
England 1154-89 

 

 

John: King of  

England 1199-1216 

 

 

Martin Luther: 
German monk, created 

Protestant religion 

 

 

Henry VIII: King of 
England 1509-57 

 

Magna Carta: Some key clauses: 
 

1 The English Church shall be free and have its rights protected  

8 No widow shall be forced to remarry if she chooses not to  

12 No taxes to be charged by the monarch without general consent  

39 No man should be arrested or imprisoned without a fair trial  

The significance of the Tudors and the Reformation in England 
 

 

Over five hundred years ago, people were only just realising that America existed and they had 
no idea about Australia or New Zealand. England and Scotland were separate kingdoms and 

each had their own Monarch. The Tudors were a Welsh / English family and they ruled 
England and Wales from 1485 – 1603: 118 years! 

 

Catholic A member of the Christian church led by the Pope 

Dissolution of the Monasteries From 1536, the policy of Henry VIII to close down and confiscate 
the lands and wealth of all monasteries in England and Wales 

Excommunicate To be expelled from the Catholic church: a serious punishment 

Heretic Someone who challenges the ideas of the Catholic church 

Pilgrimage of Grace A popular revolt in Northern England against the Reformation 

Treason A crime against the Monarch, punishable by death 
 

 
 

Henry VIII: Key events:  

1491: Henry was born (son of Henry VII) 

1502: Henry’s older brother, Arthur, died - Henry  

married Arthur’s widow, Catherine of Aragon 

1509: Henry VIII was crowned King of England 

1527: Henry VIII first asked Pope Clement VII for permission 
to divorce his wife (the Pope refused, partly because he was 

imprisoned by Charles V, who was both Holy Roman 
Emperor and Catherine of Aragon’s nephew) 

1533: Henry was granted an annulment of his marriage by 
Archbishop of Canterbury Thomas Cranmer 

1534: Act of Supremacy was passed: Henry was now Head  

of the English Church and the country was Protestant 

1536: Henry started the Dissolution of the Monasteries 
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How to deal with difference

• Prejudice – a pre-conceived opinion 
that is not based on evidence or 
experience.

• Discrimination – unjust treatment, 
often on grounds of ethnicity, age, 
disability, or gender.

• Ethnicity – a person’s ethnic 
background.

• Respect – a positive feeling shown 
towards someone. 

• Tolerance – the ability to accept the 
behaviour or beliefs of others.

• Conflict – to be unable to agree on 
ideas, interests, beliefs, often 
resulting in verbal or physical dispute.

• Resolution – to decide to do something; 
to reach a conclusion to bring a matter 
of conflict to an end. 

How we learn

• Your working memory can 
only handle roughly 4-9
items before you stop
being able to concentrate.

• Your long-term memory is limitless!
• We can retrieve material stored in 

our long-term memory by going 
back over it regularly.

• The “Forgetting Curve” is an 
illustration of how we forget 
information if we make no effort 
to remember it.

• Different techniques, such as self 
and peer quizzing, can be used to 
embed knowledge.

How to make polite conversation

• Often known as “small talk”.
• Show an interest in others.
• Actively listen.
• Ask questions.
• Make eye contact.
• Offer clear responses, rather than just a

nod or shake of head.
• Have a “bank” of topics you can call upon

to avoid an awkward silence!
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Authority: 
Having the power to tell others what to 
do; having specialist knowledge. 

 
Parable:  

 

Comparison between one thing and 
another, typically for the purpose of 
explanation or clarification. 

 
Ascension:  

 

Jesus returned to heaven 40 days after 
the resurrection in the presence of his 
followers. 

 

Source of 

Authority: 

A book or other source able to supply 
reliable information or evidence. 

 
Analogy:  

 

Comparison between one thing and 
another, typically for the purpose of 
explanation or clarification. 

 
Heaven: 

A state of eternal happiness in the 
presence of God; the place of eternal 
peace ruled by God. 

 

Gideons 

International:  

An evangelical Christian association 
founded in 1899 in Wisconsin. The 
Gideons primary activity is distributing 
copies of the Bible free of charge. 

 
Allegory:  

 

Story, poem, or picture that can be 
interpreted to reveal a hidden 
meaning. 

 

Afterlife: 
The belief that there is a life after 
death; for Christians, heaven or hell. 

 

Pentateuch:  The first five books of the Bible. 

 
Metaphor:  

 

A figure of speech in which a word or 
phrase is applied to an object or action 
to which it is not literally applicable. 

 
Judgement 

Day: 

At the end of life everyone will stand 
before God and give an account; some 
will be rewarded with heaven whilst 
others punished with hell. 

 

The Epistles:  
Letters included in the New Testament 
and written by Paul, Peter and John 
among others.  

 
Crucifixion: 

Roman method of execution by which 
criminals were nailed to a cross. 

 
Purgatory:  

 

(Catholic teaching) A place where sins 
are purged before entry into heaven. 

 

The Apostles:  
The twelve chief disciples (followers) of 
Jesus Christ. 

 
Atonement: 

Reparation for a wrong that has been 
committed (covers sin). 

 
Eschatology:  

 

Refers to beliefs about ‘last things’: 
death, judgement, heaven and hell. 
 

 

Messiah:  

A king or High Priest traditionally 
anointed with holy anointing oil. In 
Abrahamic religions, a messiah is a 
saviour or liberator of a group of 
people.  

 

Sacrifice: 

 
Giving up something to help others; 
surrendering something for the sake 
of something or someone else. 

 

Zoomorphic: 
Having or representing animal forms 
or gods of animal form 

 

Incarnation: Becoming flesh, taking a human form.   

Sacrificial 

atonement: 

Jesus, who committed no sin, offered 
His life to God as reparation for sins 
committed by others. 

 

Picts (Pictish):  

 

The people of eastern and northern 
Scotland from the late Iron Age to the 
Early Middle Ages. 

 

The Trinity: 
The three persons of the Christian 
Godhead; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Blasphemy: 
The action or offence of speaking 
profanely about God or sacred things. 

 

Redemption: 

Clearing a debt; the action of regaining 
or gaining possession of something in 
exchange for payment. Jesus’ 
sacrificial atonement paid the price for 
sin. 

 

Celtic:  

 

The languages and respective cultures 
of Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Cornwall, 
the Isle of Man, and Brittany, also 
known as the Celtic nations. 

 

Prophecy: 
The future told in advance by God 
through a prophet. 

  

Prophet: 
A person regarded as an inspired 
teacher or proclaimer of the will of 
God. 

 

 

Resurrection:  

 

Rising from the dead after 3 days; 
Jesus rising from the dead on Easter 
day. An event recorded in all four 
gospels and the central belief of 
Christianity. 

 
Revision task: 

Believing in 

miracles 

Outline the key miracles of Jesus and 
explain:  
What is the point of the miracle? 
Why do these miracles require faith in 
today’s world?  

 

Eschatology: 
The study of end times (life after 
death). 

  

Miracle:  

An extraordinary event that is not 
explicable by natural or scientific laws 
and is therefore attributed to a divine 
agency. 

 
Revision task: 

Flashcards 

Create a series of flashcards, copying 
the key term or key concept on one 
side and the answer on the other side. 
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How long should I spend on my homework? 
 

 

• You should spend a maximum of 30 minutes revising each day. 

• You should spend a maximum of 30 minutes reading each day. 

• You can decide what you revise in each slot that is called Free Choice.  You can do this at the start of the year and have a fixed plan or you can decide on each day 

based on how well you feel you know your Knowledge Organisers. An example is provided below. 

 

 

 

 



Timetable 

 1Mon 1Tue 1Wed 1Thu 1Fri 2Mon 2Tue 2Wed 2Thu 2Fri 

Reg           

1           

2           

Break           

3           

4           

Reg           

Lunch           

5           

6           

 


