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Bournemouth School 

Knowledge Organiser: Year 7 Autumn Term 2 

‘Knowledge is power’ by Francis Bacon 

A knowledge organiser provides you with all the most important knowledge you need for each unit of study this half term.   Your aim is to transfer all of this information 

into your long-term memory so you can use it in your lessons and further expand your understanding of this work. 

How to use your knowledge organiser (KO)? 

1. Ensure you have your KO with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 

2. Ensure you have your homework learning journal with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 

3. In lessons when you have covered information that appears on your KO your teacher will ask you to put a tick next to that section.  This means that is now added to 

what you must learn for homework. 

4. Initially follow your homework timetable to decide what to revise each evening. 

5. There are 4 strategies that you can use to revise.  They are progressively more challenging so always start with number 1.   

a. Look Cover Write Check 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. LOOK carefully at the subject and section of your KO you want to revise and try to remember as much as you can.  Remember this should be a 

ticked section. 

iii. Now COVER this information so you can’t read it. 

iv. WRITE out what you can remember word for word in your Homework Learning Journal. 

v. CHECK what you have written by comparing it to your KO.  Tick each correct word in green pen and correct any errors you have made. 

vi. Repeat this process until you are confident you can remember everything you need. 

AIM: 

You should be able to repeat the information by rote 

b. Self or peer quizzing 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. Write out a list of questions you could ask either yourself or a friend about this section of the KO.  Write these in your homework learning journal 

iii. If you are working on your own, cover the KO and write a full answer to each question. 

iv. If you are working with a partner swap books and copy down their questions and have a go at answering them. 

v. Now uncover the KO and with a green pen correct your work. 

AIM: 

You should be able to repeat the information by rote but with a good understanding 

c. Playing with words and sentences 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 



ii. You now want to check how well you have learnt the information in your KO. 

iii. Definitions – look at words that are used in this section.  Can you write a definition in your own words? 

iv. Rephrasing – can you rewrite the sentences or explanations in your own words 

v. Summary – can you summarise the main points of this section of the KO? 

vi. Synonyms – can you write synonyms for key words and ideas 

vii. New Sentences – Can you write a sentence that includes the key vocabulary or definitions that you have learnt? 

AIM 

You should be able to use the information in your KO in a flexible and confident way in your writing. 

d. Think it, Link it 

i. This is a technique to use towards the end of the half term when you are revising all of the KO. 

ii. Think of the links or connections between different sections of your KO.   

iii. Write these out in your own words in your homework learning journal 

iv. Think about the links between a particular section of you KO and what you have learn in your lessons.  Can you expand on this section by linking it 

to your wider knowledge?   

v. Write this out in your homework learning Journal. 

AIM 

You should be able to link your homework and your lessons to show a confident understand of the work covered. 

Homework Learning Journal  

1. Always write the subject and the date when you start your homework 

2. Always write the strategy that you are going to use for your homework 

3. Use a blue or black pen to complete your homework or a pencil if you need to draw. 

4. Always use a ruler to underline titles and dates 

5. Use a green pen to complete corrections of your work 

Checking: 

Your tutor will check your Homework Learning Journal at least once a week.  If they are concerned that you aren’t doing your homework properly they will offer support 

and guidance.  If you don’t respond to this guidance you will be added to the afterschool ‘Success club’ where a member of staff will help you complete your homework. 

DO NOW tasks: 

At the start of every lesson you should expect a Do Now task.  This is a low stakes retrieval quiz on what you have learnt so far.  If you have completed your homework this 

should be easy.  The aim is to get 100% in each of these.  If you miss this target occasionally don’t worry.  If it happens regularly your teacher will ask your tutor to have a 

chat and offer you support. 
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        Bournemouth School: History Department: Knowledge Organiser: Year 7: Autumn 2: Medieval Life 
 

History skills: Key terms/definitions Timeline: Black Death and Peasants’ Revolt 

 
Term Definition 

 

 

 

1345: People in China and India were dying. 
1348: The Black Death arrived in Europe 

1349: Between a third to a half of the population had 
died in Britain 

1355: The war with France resumed and Edward III 
won against the French at Poitiers 

May 1381: Villagers in Essex refused to pay taxes and 
attacked the tax collectors. 

13 June 1381: Rebels entered London 
15 June 1381: The King met the rebel’s leader Wat 

Tyler who was then killed. 

 

Black Death The disease called the bubonic plague carried by rats  

Peasants’ 
Revolt 

The march on London in 1381, protesting against the poll tax.  

Buboes These blood oozing blisters were a symptom of the Black Death  

Pestilence The name medieval people gave to the disease killing many people in England  

Plague Another word to describe the Black Death  

Poll Tax A tax all adults would have to pay, regardless of income.  

Barber-
surgeon 

They learned medicine by watching another surgeon.  They could perform simple 
surgery and take blood from another person. 

 

Stocks Here people would throw rotten food (or worse at you).  

Villeins They had to work for the lord and could not leave the village without his permission.  

 
A 14th century plague doctor. Some plague doctors wore special clothes, 
consisting of ankle-length overcoat and a bird-like beak mask.  This could 
be filled with herbs and spices in an attempt to purify the air around them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key people 

  
 

  
 

 

Wat Tyler: 
led the 

Peasants’ 
Revolt 

 

 

Richard II 

King of England  

1377-1399 

 

Black Death remedies: 
 

- Placing live chickens and frogs on the buboes to warm the swellings and 
reduce them 

- Praying to God for forgiveness 

- Applying camomile lotion to buboes 

- Drink a glass of your own urine everyday 

- Leeches would be used to draw bad blood out of the patient 

 

Ordinary and Everyday life in the Middle Ages 
 

Everyday life in the middle ages varied for people.  For fun, football would often 
be banned by the different kings but the laws didn’t work as it was a popular sport.  
Some kings were often given wild animals as gifts from other rulers.  Henry VIII 
kept leopards, an elephant and a polar bear at the Tower of London. In terms of 
punishments, the main ones included the stocks, a fine or hanging.  There were 
no paid policemen in the Middle Ages, more village constables.  When people got 
ill, most illnesses would be treated by women and members of the family using 
herbal remedies.  Rich people could see a physician or a barber surgeon. 
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What is 

Shabbat? 

It literally means ‘to cease’, and is a 
significant day of rest and observance in 
Judaism, beginning at sunset on Friday 
and ending at sunset on Saturday. 

 

Havdalah 

Ceremony 

• Father lights Havdalah candle and 
gives it to child to hold. 

• Kiddush is recited and wine shared. 

• Blessing over the spice box, which 
everyone sniffs. 

• Havdalah is extinguished in wine 
poured onto a plate. 

 
“You must not 

cook a kid in 

its mother’s 

milk.”  (Exodus 

23:19) 

Meat and dairy must not be prepared or 
eaten together. In obedience to this 
command, Orthodox Jews separate 
their kitchens and observe 30 minutes 
after consuming dairy, and 3-6 hours 
after consuming meat. 

 

Challah 
A special bread used by Jews during 
Shabbat where three separate pieces of 
dough are plaited (plural challot). 

 

Mohel 
An experienced circumciser, but not 
necessarily a doctor - might be the 
Rabbi. 

 

Manna 
A dough substance that could be made 
into bread, collected by Jews when they 
lived in the desert, provided by God. 

 Symbolism of 

two candles 

Shabbat commandment occurs twice in 
the Bible. 

 

Symbolism of 

two challot 

Represents double portion provided in 
the wilderness on the day prior to the 
Sabbath. 

 

Sandek 
Person given the honour and privilege 
of holding the baby while he is being 
circumcised. 

 

Havdalah 
A ceremony that marks the symbolic 
end of Shabbat and Jewish holidays, and 
ushers in the new week. 

 

Kashrut Jewish Food Laws.  

Kvatters 
Those appointed to carry the baby to 
and from the designated circumcision 
room. 

 

Kiddush 
A blessing recited over wine or grape 
juice to sanctify the Shabbat and Jewish 
holidays. 

 Kosher Food Jews are permitted to eat.  

Treifah Food Jews are not permitted to eat.  

Parev 
Food that may be eaten with meat or 
dairy, such as vegetables and salad. 

 
Circumcision 

Removal of the foreskin at the tip of the 
penis, also known as Brit Milah. 

 

Exodus 20 

verses 8-10 

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping 
it holy. Six days you shall labour and do 
all your work, but the seventh day is a 
Sabbath to the Lord your God.” 

 

Shochet A Jewish Butcher.  

Elijah’s Chair 

The baby is briefly placed on this chair 
during the ceremony as it is believed 
that the spirit of Elijah attends every 
circumcision.  

 

Shechitah 
The method used to slaughter kosher 
animals for food. 

 

Melachot 
Refers to 39 categories of activity which 
are forbidden by Jewish law on Shabbat. 

 

Cud 
Grass eaten by kosher animals, 
swallowed then brought back up again 
to chew and finally digest e.g. cows. 

 

Seudat 

Mitzvah 

A feast commemorating the fulfilment 
of the commandment (of circumcision). 

 

Eruv 
A technical boundary that allows Jews 
to push and carry in public areas on 
Shabbat. 

 Kosher 

Animals 

Must chew the cud and have cloven 
hooves. 

 

Bar Mitzvah 
When a boy reaches the age of 13 he 
becomes ‘son of commandment’, and is 
now accountable for his sin. 

 

Cloven Hooves 
Hooves that are separated from top to 
bottom. 

 

Preparation 

for Shabbat 

Jews must arrive home early to clean 
the house, turn off electrical items, set 
the timers, prepare the table and 
Shabbat food. 

 

Bat Mitzvah 
When a girl reaches the age of 12 she 
becomes ‘daughter of commandment’, 
and is now accountable for her sin. 

 

Kosher Fish 
Fish that have both fins and scales e.g. 
mackerel. 

 

Kosher Birds Seed-eating birds, such as turkeys. 
 

Bat Chayil 

When a girl reaches the age of 12 in an 
Orthodox synagogue, she becomes 
‘daughter of worth’, and is now 
accountable for her sin. 

 

Celebration of 

Shabbat in the 

Home 

• Mother lights two candles. 

• Father recites kiddush over the wine, 
then cuts the bread, adding salt to it 
and sharing with the family. 

• Father reads Proverbs 31 as a mark of 
respect to his wife. 

• Traditional Shabbat kugel is brought 
out and served. 

 

Kashering 
The process of removing blood from 
animals and birds by saturating in salt, 
which also purifies the meat. 

 

Seudah 
Literally means ‘meal’, and refers to the 
festival meal that accompanies rituals 
and festivals. 

 

Method of 

Shechitah 

Shochet sharpens knife, prays a blessing 
over the animal, then cuts its jugular 
vein allowing blood to pour out quickly. 
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How long should I spend on my homework? 
 

 

• You should spend a maximum of 30 minutes revising each day. 

• You should spend a maximum of 30 minutes Reading each day. 

• You can decide what you revise in each slot that is called Free Choice.  You can do this at the start of the year and have a fixed plan or you can decide on each day 

based on how well you feel you know your Knowledge Organisers. An example is provided below. 

 

 

 

NOTES: 

 




