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Bournemouth School 

Knowledge Organiser: Year 8 Spring Term 1 

‘Knowledge is power’ by Francis Bacon 

A knowledge organiser provides you with all the most important knowledge you need for each unit of study this half term.   Your aim is to transfer all of this information 

into your long-term memory so you can use it in your lessons and further expand your understanding of this work. 

How to use your knowledge organiser (KO): 

1. Ensure you have your KO with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 

2. Ensure you have your Homework Learning Journal with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 

3. In lessons when you have covered information that appears on your KO, your teacher will ask you to put a tick next to that section.  This means that is now added 

to what you must learn for homework. 

4. Initially, follow your homework timetable to decide what to revise each evening. 

5. There are 4 strategies that you can use to revise.  They are progressively more challenging so always start with the first in the list.   

a. Look Cover Write Check 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. LOOK carefully at the subject and section of your KO you want to revise and try to remember as much as you can.  Remember this should be a 

ticked section. 

iii. Now COVER this information so you can’t read it. 

iv. WRITE out what you can remember word for word in your Homework Learning Journal. 

v. CHECK what you have written by comparing it to your KO.  Tick each correct word in green pen and correct any errors you have made. 

vi. Repeat this process until you are confident you can remember everything you need. 

AIM: 

You should be able to repeat the information by rote 

b. Self or peer quizzing 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. Write out a list of questions you could ask either yourself or a friend about this section of the KO.  Write these in your Homework Learning Journal. 

iii. If you are working on your own, cover the KO and write a full answer to each question. 

iv. If you are working with a partner swap books and copy down their questions and have a go at answering them. 

v. Now uncover the KO and with a green pen correct your work. 

AIM: 

You should be able to repeat the information by rote but with a good understanding 

 

c. Playing with words and sentences 



i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. You now want to check how well you have learnt the information in your KO. 

iii. Definitions – look at words that are used in this section.  Can you write a definition in your own words? 

iv. Rephrasing – can you rewrite the sentences or explanations in your own words? 

v. Summary – can you summarise the main points of this section of the KO? 

vi. Synonyms – can you write synonyms for key words and ideas? 

vii. New Sentences – can you write a sentence that includes the key vocabulary or definitions that you have learnt? 

AIM 

You should be able to use the information in your KO in a flexible and confident way in your writing. 

d. Think it, Link it 

i. This is a technique to use towards the end of the half term when you are revising all of the KO. 

ii. Think of the links or connections between different sections of your KO.   

iii. Write these out in your own words in your Homework Learning Journal. 

iv. Think about the links between a particular section of your KO and what you have learnt in your lessons.  Can you expand on this section by linking it 

to your wider knowledge?   

v. Write this out in your Homework Learning Journal. 

AIM 

You should be able to link your homework and your lessons to show a confident understand of the work covered. 

Homework Learning Journal  

1. Always write the subject and the date when you start your homework. 

2. Always write the strategy that you are going to use for your homework. 

3. Use a blue or black pen to complete your homework or a pencil if you need to draw. 

4. Always use a ruler to underline titles and dates. 

5. Use a green pen to complete corrections of your work. 

Checking: 

Your tutor will check your Homework Learning Journal at least once a week.  If they are concerned that you aren’t doing your homework properly they will offer support 

and guidance.  If you don’t respond to this guidance you will be added to the afterschool ‘Success club’ where a member of staff will help you complete your homework. 

DO NOW tasks: 

At the start of every lesson you should expect a Do Now task.  This is a low stakes retrieval quiz on what you have learnt so far.  If you have completed your homework this 

should be easy.  The aim is to get 100% in each of these.  If you miss this target occasionally, don’t worry.  If it happens regularly your teacher will ask your tutor to have a 

chat and offer you support. 
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        Bournemouth School: History Department: Knowledge Organiser: Year 8: Spring 1: Post WW1 Europe 
 

History skills: Key terms/definitions 1918-1939: Timeline of key events: 

 
Term Definition 

 

 

 
1918: WW1 ended on 11/11/18 

1919: Treaty of Versailles is signed in June 
1921: Hitler becomes leader of the Nazi Party 

1922: Benito Mussolini (leader of the Fascist Party in Italy) 
became leader of Italy 

1923: Hyperinflation in Germany, peaking in November 
1923: Munich Putsch: short-term failure for Hitler 

1924: Lenin in the USSR dies and there is a power struggle 
between the potential next leaders. 

1929: Stalin emerges as the leader of the USSR 
1929: Wall Street Crash in the USA leading to the Great 

Depression 
1933: Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany in January 

1934: Hitler establishes his dictatorship in Germany 
1939: Outbreak of WW2 with the invasion of Poland 

 

 

Treaty of 
Versailles 

The agreements for Germany after WW1. It included points on land, 
money, military and war guilt. 

 

Reparations The money Germany had to pay back after WW1: £6.6 billion  

Weimar 
Government 

The new democratic government formed after WW1 in Germany and 
was known as “Weimar” as was named after the town it was based in 

 

Wall Street Crash The stock market crash in the USA in 1929.  

Great 
Depression 

A period in the 1930s where economies were struggling and 
unemployment was high 

 

Censorship The government having control of the media: eg radio, newspapers   

Mein Kampf Hitler’s autobiography written whilst in prison in 1924 outlining his 
racist and nationalistic views for Germany 

 

NSDAP German abbreviation for the Nazi Party  

Communism Left wing. The idea that everyone is equal and the government 
distributes the wealth out fairly 

 

Fascism Right wing. Characterised by authoritarian leadership, militarism, 
suppression of the opposition, extreme pride in the country. 

 

 
 

This cartoon was drawn by left wing artist David Lowe. It was 
published in January 1921 and is criticising the £6.6bn in reparations 

Germany had to pay. They also accused Britain and France of 
starving the children of Germany. Eventually the US lent money to 
Germany under the Dawes Plan from 1924 to help them pay back 
some of the money. The Young Plan then cut reparations to £2bn.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key people 

  
 

  
 

 

Adolf Hitler: 
Chancellor of 

Germany 1933-
1934, Fuhrer 
1934-1945 

 

 

Heinrich Himmler,  

Leader of the SS 1929 - 
1945 

 

 

Joseph 
Goebbels 

Reich Minister of 
Propaganda 
1933-1945 

 

 

Paul von Hindenberg 
President of Germany 

1925-1934 

 

Treaty of Versailles Hitler and Germany Effects of Nazi rule 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Terms included navy 
restrictions and the army 
was restricted to 100,000 

men and the War Guilt 
Clause (Article 231). 

Hitler was able to become 
Chancellor by promising to 

rebuild Germany after the WSC, 
propaganda, and exploiting 

Germany’s problems. 

Hitler used terror and mind 
control to rule Germany. 

Concentration camps, the 
Gestapo and the SS were 

used to achieve conformity.   



B
o

u
rn

e
m

o
u

th
 S

c
h

o
o

l –
K

n
o

w
le

d
g

e
O

rg
a

n
is

e
r
–

Y
e

a
r 8

M
A

T
H

E
M

A
T

IC
S

© 2023 Bournemouth School • www.bournemouth-school.org

 
  

Keyword  Definition Example 

Expression  A sum of terms with no equals In the expression 4𝑝2 − 2𝑝 − 7 
 

• p is a variable 

• 4𝑝2 ,−2𝑝 and  −7 are terms 

• −7 is a constant term 

• The coefficient of 4𝑝2 is 4 

Variable  A letter that stands for a quantity 
that can take various values. 

Term  Part of an expression, equation or 
formula separated by + and – signs. 

Constant term  A term with no variable. 

Coefficient  The number in front of a variable, 
multiplying it. 

Quadratic 
Expression 

 An expression where the highest 
power of the variable is two. 

These are all quadratic expressions: 

• 4𝑝2 − 2𝑝 − 7 
• 16𝑥2 −4 

• 5𝑥 − 15𝑥2 
• 𝑎2  

Like Term  Terms with the same variables and 
same powers 

4𝑝2 − 4𝑝 + 2𝑝 − 7 has like terms −4𝑝 and 
2𝑝. This can be simplified to the quadratic 
expression 4𝑝2 − 2𝑝 − 7 

Expand one 
bracket 

 Multiply each term inside the 
bracket by the value before the 
bracket. 

Expand 2𝑥(𝑥 − 7) 
 = 2𝑥2 − 14𝑥 

Expand a pair 
of brackets 

 Multiply each term in the first 
bracket with each term in the 
second. 

Expand and simplify  𝑥 + 3 2 
 = (𝑥 + 3)(𝑥 + 3) 
 = 𝑥2 + 3𝑥 + 3𝑥 + 9 
 = (𝑥2 + 6𝑥 + 9 

Expand three 
brackets 

 Expand and simplify two pairs of 
brackets, then expand this with the 
remaining pair of brackets. 

Expand and simplify (𝑥 + 1)(𝑥 + 2)(𝑥 + 3) 

 = (𝑥2 + 3𝑥 + 2)(𝑥 + 3) 
 = 𝑥3 + 3𝑥2 + 3𝑥2 + 9𝑥 + 2𝑥 + 6 
 = 𝑥3 + 6𝑥2 + 11𝑥 + 6 

Factorise  Writing an expression as a product 
of factors. 

Factorise 𝑥2 + 5𝑥 − 6 
 = (𝑥 + 6)(𝑥 − 1) 

Difference of 
two squares 
(DOTS) 

 Two squares separated by 
subtraction which can be factorised 
as follows: 

𝑎2 − 𝑏2 = (𝑎 + 𝑏)(𝑎 − 𝑏) 

Factorise fully 16𝑥2 − 4 
 = 4(𝑥2 − 1) 
 = 4(𝑥 + 1)(𝑥 − 1) 
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Introduction to Sikhism The Khalsa and it’s formation 

Kesh 

Uncut hair. Sikhs should not cut their 
hair or shave hair from their body. 
Symbolises trust, obedience and 
devotion to God.  Because it’s highly 
visible, it also shows that they are not 
ashamed to be a Sikh 

 

Guru 

Religious or spiritual teacher. Sikhs 
follow the teachings of Ten Gurus but 
also recognise other Gurus as having 
been sent into the world to reveal 
God’s message e.g. Jesus and the 
Buddha. 

 Guru Gobind 

Singh 

The Tenth Guru and the founder of the 
Khalsa. 

 

Martyrdom 
Refers to the death or suffering of 
someone for their beliefs, whether 
religious, humanist or spiritual. 

 

Kangha 

The Kangha is a small comb kept in 
their hair under their turbans or veils. 
Sikhs must have a clean mind and 
body. It symbolises the importance of 
respecting your body, which is a 
vehicle for enlightenment. 

 

Sikh Literally means ‘to learn’.  

Sati 
An historical Hindu practice in which a 
widow sacrificed herself by sitting atop 
her deceased husband's funeral pyre. 

 

Disciple 
A follower or pupil of a teacher, 
leader, or philosopher. 

 

Equality 
Having the same rights and 
opportunities as others, no matter 
what your gender, race, religion etc. 

 
Khalsa 

Baptised Sikhs. A group of very devout 
and committed Sikhs who wear a 
special uniform. 

 

Kara 

Steel bracelet given at the Sikh naming 
ceremony and worn at all times. 
Symbol of the eternal nature of God, 
and a reminder that a Sikh should 
refrain from actions that Waheguru 
would disapprove. Symbol of 
permanent bonding to the Sikh 
community. 

 

Langar 

A Sikh kitchen and dining area where 
everyone, no matter what your 
gender, race or religion is invited to 
dine together; it resembles Sikh 
hospitality and equality. 

 
Panj Piaré 

The Five Beloved; these represent the 
original at every initiation ceremony. 

 

Amrit 

A syrup considered by Sikhs to be 
divine, and which they drink at 
religious observances including 
baptism. 

 

Khanda 
Symbolism of Sikhism, which 
represents God and their main 
religious teachings. 

 

Kaccha 

An undergarment which can be worn 
by males and females. Symbolises that 
Sikhs should always act morally e.g. 
they should not drink alcohol, take 
illegal drugs, be profane or practise 
sexual immorality. 

 

Amrit-dhari 

 

Members of the Khalsa who can be 
called upon to represent the Panj- 
piaré. 

 

Gurdwara 
The name given to the Sikh Temple 
which means ‘House of the Guru.’ 

  

Kesh-dhari 

 

Potential members of the Khalsa; 
they’ve kept their hair long for when 
they are ready. 

 

Sikh Beliefs 

Waheguru The Sikh name for God.  

Kirpan 

A blunt dagger which is usually 
concealed underneath clothing; some 
wear a small silver kirpan as a 
necklace. There is no fixed size. 
Symbolises that Sikhs must always be 
ready to defend their religion and to 
stand up against injustice. 

 

Creed An outline of a group’s main beliefs.  Sahaj-dhari  

 
Sikhs who are not members of the 
Khalsa and who have cut their hair. 

 

Mul Mantra 

The Mul Manta is the opening verse of 
the Guru Granth Sahib, which sets out 
the main beliefs about God in the form 
of a creed, which is a statement of 
belief. 

 

Identity 
One’s personality and character; the 
way we see ourselves. 

 

Vaisakhi 
A spring festival and one of the most 
important Sikh festivals. It celebrates 
the formation of the Khalsa in 1699. 

 

Monotheism Belief in one God  

The 5 Ks and 

the law 

The UK law exempts Khalsa Sikhs from 
being forced to wear motorcycle 
helmets due to their religious beliefs 
about not cutting their hair. 

 

Humanist 
Someone whose reasoning is based on 
the significance of humans, rather than 
a deity (God). 

 

Khalsa Dress 

Panj Kakke The Five K’s.  

Guru Granth 

Sahib 

The Sikh Holy Scripture. The last and 
final Guru. It contains the teachings and 
hymns of previous Gurus. 

 

The Joora 

Worn beneath the turban by kesh 
dhari. It is twisted and secured atop 
the head by winding and knotting the 
hair (turban cloth is called keski). 

 

The 5 Ks and 

school 

Sikh students in schools wear a symbolic 
kirpan either as a badge on their turban 
or on a necklace around their neck and 
the Kara does not count as jewellery 
and can also be worn. 

 

Sewa Service 
  



Sikh Identity 

Kangha 

The Kangha is a small comb kept in their 
hair under their turbans or veils. Sikhs 
must have a clean mind and body. It 
symbolises the importance of 
respecting your body, which is a vehicle 
for enlightenment. 

 
Mantra 

A word or phrase repeated in prayer or 
meditation 

 

Kaur 
Means princess. The names given to 
baptised females 

 

Adi Granth 
Literally means the ‘first book’. The 
early compilation of the Sikh scriptures 
complied by the fifth Guru. 

 

Lion 
Means lion. The name given to baptised 
males 

 

Amritsanskar The Sikh Baptism Ceremony  

5 k’s and the 

UK Law 

The UK law exempts Khalsa Sikhs from 
being forced to wear motorcycle 
helmets due to their religious beliefs 
about not cutting their hair. 

 
Akhand Path 

The complete reading of the Guru 
Granth Sahib. Takes about 48 hours 

 

Panj Kakke The 5 K’s  

The Joora 

Worn beneath the turban by kesh 
dhari. It is twisted and secured atop the 
head by winding and knotting the hair 
(turban cloth is called keski). 

 The Gurdwara 

Gurdwara The Sikh Temple & community centre  

5K’s and 

School 

Sikh students in schools wear a symbolic 
kirpan either as a badge on their turban 
or on a necklace around their neck and 
the Kara does not count as jewellery 
and can also be worn. 

 
Chauri 

A type of fan made out of horses hair, 
which is waved over the Guru Granth 
Sahib (originally to keep flies away). 

 

Kesh 

Uncut hair. Sikhs should not cut their 
hair or shave hair from their body. 
Symbolises trust, obedience and 
devotion to God.  Because it’s highly 
visible, it also shows that they are not 
ashamed to be a Sikh 

 

Takht 
A throne; the Guru Granth Sahib is 
placed here. 

 

Sikh Scripture 
Manji 

A stool found on the Takht on which the 
Guru Granth Sahib is placed 

 

Guru Granth 

Sahib 

Is considered to be the Word of God spoken 
through Sikh Gurus. It is the current Sikh 
Guru and is treated with so much respect 
that it is rare for Sikhs to have a copy rather 
it lives in the Gurdwara. 

 

Romallas 

Cushions placed over the takht, which 
may be beautifully embroidered; the 
Guru Granth Sahib will be placed on 
these 

 

Kara 

Steel bracelet given at the Sikh naming 
ceremony and worn at all times. 
Symbol of the eternal nature of God, 
and a reminder that a Sikh should 
refrain from actions that Waheguru 
would disapprove. Symbol of 
permanent bonding to the Sikh 
community. 

 

The Mul 

Mantra 

The Mul Manta is the opening verse of 
the Guru Granth Sahib, which sets out 
the main beliefs about God. There is 
only one God, who is the truth, eternal, 
creator, sovereign and judge. God has 
no gender. 

 

Diwan Worship hall  

Palki 
Focus of the prayer hall where the Guru 
Granth Sahib is placed. 

 

Ragi 
A Sikh musician who plays hymns 
(shabads) 

 

Kaccha 

An undergarment which can be worn 
by males and females. Symbolises that 
Sikhs should always act morally e.g. 
they should not drink alcohol, take 
illegal drugs, be profane or practise 
sexual immorality. 

 

Dasam Granth 

Poetry written by Guru Gobind Singh 
and not included in the Guru Granth 
Sahib. Many Sikh families will have a 
copy at home. 

 Harimandir The Golden Temple found in Amritsar  

The Sikh Community 

Sadh Sangat The Sikh Community  

Langat 
A kitchen where all people are welcome 
to a free meal regardless of their sex, 
race or religion 

 

Gurbani 

Literally means 'from the Guru's 
mouth'. The belief that the scriptures 
contain the actual words and verses 
spoken by their Gurus. Sikhs believe 
that the gurbani (the message within) is 
literally the word of Waheguru (God) 

 

Kirpan 

A blunt dagger which is usually 
concealed underneath clothing; some 
wear a small silver kirpan as a necklace. 
There is no fixed size. Symbolises that 
Sikhs must always be ready to defend 
their religion and to stand up against 
injustice. 

 

Sewa 
Means service in a gurdwara; it is done 
out of goodwill and for the benefit of 
others. It is the very essence of Sikhism 

 

Granthi 
The name given to the person 
appointed to read from the Guru 
Granth Sahib. 

 
Gurmukh 

Aspiring to be more God-like in terms of 
actions. 

 

Manmukh Following one’s own selfish desires  
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How long should I spend on my homework? 
 

 

 

You should spend a maximum of 1.5 Hours revising each day. 

You can decide what you revise in each slot that is called Free Choice.  You can do this at the start of the year and have a 

fixed plan or you can decide on each day based on how well you feel you know your Knowledge Organisers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Timetable 

 1Mon 1Tue 1Wed 1Thu 1Fri 2Mon 2Tue 2Wed 2Thu 2Fri 

Reg           

1           

2           

Break           

3           

4           

Reg           

Lunch           

5           

6           

 

 

 


