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Bournemouth School 

Knowledge Organiser: Year 8 Spring Term 2 

‘Knowledge is power’ by Francis Bacon 

A knowledge organiser provides you with all the most important knowledge you need for each unit of study this half term.   Your aim is to transfer all of this information 

into your long-term memory so you can use it in your lessons and further expand your understanding of this work. 

How to use your knowledge organiser (KO)? 

1. Ensure you have your KO with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 

2. Ensure you have your homework learning journal with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 

3. In lessons when you have covered information that appears on your KO your teacher will ask you to put a tick next to that section.  This means that is now added to 

what you must learn for homework. 

4. Initially follow your homework timetable to decide what to revise each evening. 

5. There are 4 strategies that you can use to revise.  They are progressively more challenging so always start with number 1.   

a. Look Cover Write Check 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. LOOK carefully at the subject and section of your KO you want to revise and try to remember as much as you can.  Remember this should be a 

ticked section. 

iii. Now COVER this information so you can’t read it. 

iv. WRITE out what you can remember word for word in your Homework Learning Journal. 

v. CHECK what you have written by comparing it to your KO.  Tick each correct word in green pen and correct any errors you have made. 

vi. Repeat this process until you are confident you can remember everything you need. 

AIM: 

You should be able to repeat the information by rote 

b. Self or peer quizzing 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. Write out a list of questions you could ask either yourself or a friend about this section of the KO.  Write these in your homework learning journal 

iii. If you are working on your own, cover the KO and write a full answer to each question. 

iv. If you are working with a partner swap books and copy down their questions and have a go at answering them. 

v. Now uncover the KO and with a green pen correct your work. 

AIM: 

You should be able to repeat the information by rote but with a good understanding 

c. Playing with words and sentences 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 



ii. You now want to check how well you have learnt the information in your KO. 

iii. Definitions – look at words that are used in this section.  Can you write a definition in your own words? 

iv. Rephrasing – can you rewrite the sentences or explanations in your own words 

v. Summary – can you summarise the main points of this section of the KO? 

vi. Synonyms – can you write synonyms for key words and ideas 

vii. New Sentences – Can you write a sentence that includes the key vocabulary or definitions that you have learnt? 

AIM 

You should be able to use the information in your KO in a flexible and confident way in your writing. 

d. Think it, Link it 

i. This is a technique to use towards the end of the half term when you are revising all of the KO. 

ii. Think of the links or connections between different sections of your KO.   

iii. Write these out in your own words in your homework learning journal 

iv. Think about the links between a particular section of you KO and what you have learn in your lessons.  Can you expand on this section by linking it 

to your wider knowledge?   

v. Write this out in your homework learning Journal. 

AIM 

You should be able to link your homework and your lessons to show a confident understand of the work covered. 

Homework Learning Journal  

1. Always write the subject and the date when you start your homework 

2. Always write the strategy that you are going to use for your homework 

3. Use a blue or black pen to complete your homework or a pencil if you need to draw. 

4. Always use a ruler to underline titles and dates 

5. Use a green pen to complete corrections of your work 

Checking: 

Your tutor will check your Homework Learning Journal at least once a week.  If they are concerned that you aren’t doing your homework properly they will offer support 

and guidance.  If you don’t respond to this guidance you will be added to the afterschool ‘Success club’ where a member of staff will help you complete your homework. 

DO NOW tasks: 

At the start of every lesson you should expect a Do Now task.  This is a low stakes retrieval quiz on what you have learnt so far.  If you have completed your homework this 

should be easy.  The aim is to get 100% in each of these.  If you miss this target occasionally don’t worry.  If it happens regularly your teacher will ask your tutor to have a 

chat and offer you support. 
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Food Waste- Food Miles- Our Carbon Footprint- Food Security. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Oesophagus: Circular muscles in the wall of 
the oesophagus relax in front of the bolus (a 
ball like mixture of food and saliva) while 
circular muscles behind the food contract, 
pushing the food bolus onward. This is called 
peristalsis. 

 
 
 

Key terms 
CARBON FOOTPRINT- the amount of 

carbon emissions produced in the growing , 

processing, production and disposal of food. 

ECO FOOTPRINT- Measurement of our 

actions on the environment. 

FOOD MILES -Distance food travels from 

farm to plate. 

CARBON OFFSETTING – planting trees to 

absorb carbon dioxide. 

SUSTAINABLE FARMING- using resources 

that will not run out. 

FOOD WASTE- Food not consumed or used 

for its original purpose. 

GENETICALLY MODIFIED (GM) FOODS 

Describes foods where the genetic structure 

has been changed 

FAIRTRADE an organisation that supports 

farmers to ensure that they get a fair deal. 

RSPCA ASSURED – A certification mark 

given to producers to show buyers animal 

welfare standards have been applied and 

checked. 

RED TRACTOR – ASSURED FOOD 

STANDARDS A certification mark given to 

producers to show buyers animal welfare 

standards have been applied and checked. 

MARINE STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL- An 

organisation that ensures sustainable fishing 

practices have been used in catching 

seafood  

 

 

 

Food Waste- 
In the UK we through away over 7 
million tonnes of food and drink a 
year. This is worth over £120 million 
pounds. This equals the average 
family wasting £700 per household. 
Most of this food wasted from 
consumers ends up in landfill, this 
rots down and produces harmful 
greenhouse gases, for example 
methane and Carbon Dioxide. The 
amount of greenhouse gases we are 
producing has been linked to global 
warming and climate change. 
The food we waste most is  
Bread- Fresh Vegetables and 
 fruit, Salad and drinks.  
The main reasons we waste food are 
Too much food is prepared and 
cooked. We do not check labels and 
food is not used in time. 

Carbon Footprint –  

This measures the impact human 
activities have on the environment 
in terms of carbon emissions.  

The carbon footprint of a product 
is the amount of carbon emissions 
produced in the growing/rearing, 
processing, production and 
disposal of food. It is not just the 
food miles- you need to consider 
all the processes the food has gone 
through from seed- to being eaten 
or disposed of. 
 

 

 
 

Eco Footprint- More people 
including food manufacturers are 
stopping to consider the impact 
that our food has on the 
environment ECO FOOTPRINT is 
the term used to refer to the 
measurement of our actions on the 
environment, To achieve 
sustainable food production the 
food industry must reduce waste, 
water and energy inefficiency by 
using sustainable resources. 

 

Reduce your carbon footprint: to 
reduce yours you can, 
Buy fresh local produce 
Cook Fresh Meals 
Use seasonal UK ingredients 
Reduce your consumption of meat- 
More energy is used to raise 
animals than to grow cereals. 
Consider the method of cooking 
you use to reduce the amount of 
energy used, i.e. Microwave 
vegetables. 

 

FOOD MILES 
The distance food travels from 
Field to Plate, is one way of 
indicating the environmental 
impact of the food we eat. Almost 
54 percent of the vegetables and 
90 percent of the fruit eaten in the 
UK is imported. Food is 
transported across the world 
because we want to buy foods out 
of season. For example Asparagus 
is only in season for May and June 
in the UK but we like to eat it all 
year so import it from as far away 
as Peru. Some foods are flown in 
and this increases carbon 
emissions. 

 

Carbon offsetting- some people 
and manufacturers plant trees to 
absorb the carbon dioxide given 
off during food production. This 
is called Carbon Offsetting. 

 

Food Sustainability- When choosing foods we do need to think about whether 
they are sustainable, some of the factors you can consider are-  
Where has the food come from, has it been grown or produced locally, if it was 
imported could a Fairtrade product have been purchased. 
How was it produced? For example, were organic or sustainable farming 
methods of farming used? 
Is the food sustainable- i.e. have you chosen fish from a sustainable source? 
i.e. line caught and not trawled? 
Have you considered the amount of meat that you eat and have you checked if 
the meat was reared with high welfare standards? 
How much energy was used in the production, does the company use 
renewable energy sources? 
What impact has the production of the food had on the environment? For 
example pollution and carbon emissions. 

 

Genetically Modified Foods 

The use of new technology in the food industry is controversial, especially products 
made by modifying or engineering the genetic make up of food. This is undertaken 
by copying a gene with its code and inserting it into another living organism. 

GM means modifying or engineering the genetic make-up of food. 

 Advantages of GM are: 
improvements to quantity and quality of food.    
can grow in adverse conditions, e.g. drought.    
herbicide and insect resistant, therefore thrive better. 
high nutritional quality. 
cheaper to produce. 

The concerns about GM foods include: 
Their long-term safety is unknown 
Environmental effects, as the pollen from GM crops does not stop in one place 
Ethics – we need adequate labelling: if a product has more than 1% of GM food 
this must be stated on the label; if it is under 1 per cent it does not need to be 
stated. 
The most common GM foods include- Soy Beans and Corn, these are mostly used 
as animal feed. 
 

 

 

 Fairtrade 
ensures farmers and producers get a 
fair price for their product. Fairtrade 
addresses the injustices of 
conventional trade which 
traditionally discriminates against 
the poorest weakest producers 
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        Bournemouth School: History Department: Knowledge Organiser: Year 8: Spring 2: World War II 
 

World War II: Key terms/definitions Mussolini and Stalin 

 
Term Definition 

 
 

Mussolini became leader of the Italian Fascist Party in 1922, and sent 
30,000 fascists to march on Rome in October 1922 and was invited to 
become Prime Minister by King Victor Emmanuel III. When in power, 

Mussolini used a private army and propaganda to keep control and later 
allied with Hitler in World War II. 

 

Stalin became leader of the USSR after the death of Lenin, and introduced 
Five Year Plans to modernise industry, and collectivisation to modernise 

agriculture. He used secret police, purges and propaganda to keep power, 
and, after allying with Hitler in 1939 was then invaded by Germany in 1941. 

 

Fascist Right wing views including racism/nationalism, authority  

Communist Left wing views including all property owned by the state  

Appeasement Making concessions to an aggressive power to avoid war  

Conscription A law forcing people to join the armed forces  

Remilitarisation Re-arming a country/territory that was previously disarmed  

Rhineland Region on the border between Germany and France  

Blitzkrieg ‘Lightening War’ – surprise and powerful attack  

Lend Lease Agreement for USA to loan weapons/supplies to UK/USSR  
 

Causes of World War II: Steps leading to war  
 

January 1933: Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany 
March 1935: Hitler introduced conscription to the army 

June 1935: Anglo-German naval agreement 
March 1936: Remilitarisation of the Rhineland 

July 1936: German troops sent to fight in Spanish Civil War 
March 1938: Anschluss between Germany and Austria 

September 1938: Munich Agreement (Chamberlain/Hitler): Sudetenland 
given from Czechoslovakia to Germany 

March 1939: Hitler invaded the remainder of Czechoslovakia 
August 1939: Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact,  

September 1939: Germany invaded Poland, 
September 1939: Britain declared war on Germany 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key people 

  
 

  
 

 

Neville Chamberlain  

was Prime Minister of  

the UK from May 1937  

to May 1940. 

 

 

 

Adolf Hitler was 
Chancellor of Germany 
from January 1933 and 

Fuhrer from August 1934 
until his suicide in 1945 

 

 

Winston Churchill 
became Prime Minister of 

the UK from May 1940 
until losing the General 

Election in 1945 

 

 

Franklin D. Roosevelt was 
President of the USA from 
March 1933-April 1945. He 

was succeeded by 
President Harry Truman 

 

1930’s: Arguments for and against appeasement:  
 

For appeasement Against appeasement 

- Many people felt that the 
Treaty of Versailles had been 
too harsh on Germany, 

- After the horrors of WWI, the 
British public were not keen 
on going to war again, 

- Britain needed more time for 
rearmament and to get ready 
for war: appeasement allowed 
them the time to do this, 

- British people were not keen 
on war until Hitler broke the 
Munich Agreement. 

- The appeasement policy 
encouraged Hitler to make 
more territorial demands, 

- Germany also used the time 
to increase their armed forces, 

- Britain should have known 
that the appeasement policy 
would not work with a dictator 
like Hitler, 

- The appeasement policy 
contributed to the USSR 
signing the Nazi-Soviet Non-
Aggression Pact. 

 

 

Key events and battles of World War II 

April 1940: German occupation of Norway and Denmark 

May 1940: Blitzkrieg tactics for Germany to break through Belgium into France 

May-June 1940: Dunkirk evacuation of 338,000 British and French troops 

July-September 1940: Battle of Britain 

February 1941: Lend Lease agreement passed by US Congress 

June 1941: Start of Operation Barbarossa: German invasion of the USSR 

December 1941: Attack on Pearl Harbour (US naval base on Hawaii) by Japan 

October 1942: Battle of El Alamein in North Africa 

September 1942-February 1943: Battle of Stalingrad 

July 1943: Battle of Kursk 

June 1944: D-Day landings took place 

December 1944-May 1945: Battle of the Bulge/Battle for Berlin 

August 1945: Atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
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Prisms and 
Cylinders

Scatter 
Graphs
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Keyword/Process  Definition Example(s) Keyword/Process  Definition Example(s) 

Direct 
proportion 

 If two variables increase at the 
same rate so that if one is 
doubled so is the other, then 
the variables are said to be 
directly proportional 

 
Since 60 = 15 x 4 and 81.60 = 20.40 x 4 

petrol and cost are in direct proportion. Graph of 
inverse 

proportion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On a graph that shows inverse 
proportion 
 

• The points form a 
reciprocal curve 

• The curve never 
touches the axes 

 
The formula will be 𝑥𝑦 =  𝑘 or 

𝑦 =
𝑘

𝑥
  where k is a number. 

 

 
 

Number of 
People x Cost 

= 120 

Graph of 
direct 

proportion 

  
On a graph that shows direct 
proportion 
 
The points form a straight line 
The line passes through the 
origin 
 
The formula will be 𝑦 = 𝑘𝑥 
where k is the gradient of the 
line drawn. 
 
 
 

 
 

Cost = £1.50 x 
Number of Ice 

Creams 

Equation for 
direct 

proportion 

 If two variables vary with direct 
proportion we can replace the 
words “is directly proportional” 
with “= 𝑘𝒙” 
 
Then substitute the values you 
are given in the question to find 
the constant of proportionality 
𝑘. 

𝑦 is directly proportional to 𝑥. When 𝑥 = 
3, 𝑦 = 7.5. Find a formula for 𝑦 in terms 
of 𝑥. 

𝑦 = 𝑘𝑥 
7.5 = 𝑘 × 3 

𝑘 =
7.5

3
= 2.5 

Therefore the formula is 𝑦 = 2.5𝑥 

Inverse 
proportion 

 If one variable increases as the 
other decreases by the same 
rate then the variables are said 
to be inversely proportional. 
 

 
Since 40 = 20 x 2 and 3 = 6 ÷ 2 speed and time 
are in inverse proportion. 
Note that xy = 120 

Equation for 
inverse 

proportion 

 If two variables vary with inverse 
proportion we can replace the 
words “is inversely proportional” 
with “= 𝑘 ÷” 
 
Then substitute the values you 
are given in the question to find 
the value of proportionality 𝑘. 

𝑦 is inversely proportional to 𝑥. When 𝑥 
= 6, 𝑦 = 8. Find a formula for y in terms 
of x. 

𝑦 =
𝑘

𝑥
 

 

8 =
𝑘

6
 

 
    𝑘 = 8 × 6 = 48 

 

Therefore the formula is 𝑦 =
48

𝑥
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Theme the opening or original tune

Variation a version of a theme which is in some 

way different

Theme and variations a way of structuring a piece 

of music by playing an original theme and then a 

series of variations 

Major key music which uses the major scale is in a 

major key. The major scale has a fixed pattern of 

where the semitones come:

Minor key music which uses the minor scale is in a 

minor key. In the minor scale the 3rd and 6th notes 

are flattened, meaning that the semitones are in a 

different place compared to the major scale

Countermelody a second melodic idea played 

against the main melody

Canon when one part strictly imitates another at a 

particular time distance 

Round a special type of canon where you can go back to the 

beginning and repeat the canon endlessly e.g. London’s 

burning

Retrograde when an idea is played backwards to 

develop the music

Inversion when an idea is played upside down to 

develop the music

Diminution when I melodic idea is played with 

shorter note lengths

Augmentation when an idea is played with longer 

note lengths

Sequence when a short melodic idea or cell is 

played more than once going up or down in pitch 

each time it is heard.

Layering​ Creating a texture by adding and taking 

away different strands of the music

Minimalism A style of music based on repetition 

and gradual change which developed in the 1960’s 

and 70’s

Motif​ A short musical idea which is reused and 

varied to create a piece of music

Note addition​ Adding an additional note or notes 

to a motif

Note subtraction​ Taking a note away from a motif

Phase shifting Playing a pattern at a slightly 

different timing from the original, and moving the 

time difference between them

Year 8: Unit 3  Variations & Unit 4 Minimalism

The musical elements:

DR T SMITH
Dynamics
Changes in volume

Rhythm​
Patterns of note lengths and accents

Texture​
The way musical lines are combined in a 
piece

Structure​
The different sections of a piece and the 
order in which they happen

Melody​
Anything about the tunes in a piece of 
music

Instruments​
Which instruments are used, and what 
they do

Tonality
Information about the key a piece of 
music uses, and how it changes

Harmony
The chords that are used

This QR code will take you to 
a Spotify playlist with audio 
examples of many of the 
concepts covered on this 
sheet and in lessons.  You will 
find it helpful to listen to 
these as you learn.
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Sikh Identity 

Kangha 

The Kangha is a small comb kept in their 
hair under their turbans or veils. Sikhs 
must have a clean mind and body. It 
symbolises the importance of 
respecting your body, which is a vehicle 
for enlightenment. 

 
Mantra 

A word or phrase repeated in prayer or 
meditation. 

 

Kaur 
Means princess. The names given to 
baptised females. 

 

Adi Granth 
Literally means the ‘first book’. The 
early compilation of the Sikh scriptures 
complied by the fifth Guru. 

 

Lion 
Means lion. The name given to baptised 
males. 

 

Amritsanskar The Sikh Baptism Ceremony.  

5 k’s and the 

UK Law 

The UK law exempts Khalsa Sikhs from 
being forced to wear motorcycle 
helmets due to their religious beliefs 
about not cutting their hair. 

 
Akhand Path 

The complete reading of the Guru 
Granth Sahib. Takes about 48 hours. 

 

Panj Kakke The 5 K’s.  

The Joora 

Worn beneath the turban by kesh 
dhari. It is twisted and secured atop the 
head by winding and knotting the hair 
(turban cloth is called keski). 

 The Gurdwara 

Gurdwara The Sikh Temple & community centre.  

5K’s and 

School 

Sikh students in schools wear a symbolic 
kirpan either as a badge on their turban 
or on a necklace around their neck and 
the Kara does not count as jewellery 
and can also be worn. 

 
Chauri 

A type of fan made out of horse’s hair, 
which is waved over the Guru Granth 
Sahib (originally to keep flies away). 

 

Kesh 

Uncut hair. Sikhs should not cut their 
hair or shave hair from their body. 
Symbolises trust, obedience and 
devotion to God.  Because it’s highly 
visible, it also shows that they are not 
ashamed to be a Sikh. 

 

Takht 
A throne; the Guru Granth Sahib is 
placed here. 

 

Sikh Scripture 
Manji 

A stool found on the Takht on which the 
Guru Granth Sahib is placed. 

 

Guru Granth 

Sahib 

Is considered to be the Word of God spoken 
through Sikh Gurus. It is the current Sikh 
Guru and is treated with so much respect 
that it is rare for Sikhs to have a copy rather 
it lives in the Gurdwara. 

 

Romallas 

Cushions placed over the takht, which 
may be beautifully embroidered; the 
Guru Granth Sahib will be placed on 
these. 

 

Kara 

Steel bracelet given at the Sikh naming 
ceremony and worn at all times. 
Symbol of the eternal nature of God, 
and a reminder that a Sikh should 
refrain from actions that Waheguru 
would disapprove. Symbol of 
permanent bonding to the Sikh 
community. 

 

The Mul 

Mantra 

The Mul Manta is the opening verse of 
the Guru Granth Sahib, which sets out 
the main beliefs about God. There is 
only one God, who is the truth, eternal, 
creator, sovereign and judge. God has 
no gender. 

 

Diwan Worship hall.  

Palki 
Focus of the prayer hall where the Guru 
Granth Sahib is placed. 

 

Ragi 
A Sikh musician who plays hymns 
(shabads). 

 

Kaccha 

An undergarment which can be worn 
by males and females. Symbolises that 
Sikhs should always act morally e.g. 
they should not drink alcohol, take 
illegal drugs, be profane or practise 
sexual immorality. 

 

Dasam Granth 

Poetry written by Guru Gobind Singh 
and not included in the Guru Granth 
Sahib. Many Sikh families will have a 
copy at home. 

 Harmandir The Golden Temple found in Amritsar. 

The Sikh Community 

Sadh Sangat The Sikh Community.  

Langat 
A kitchen where all people are welcome 
to a free meal regardless of their sex, 
race or religion. 

 

Gurbani 

Literally means 'from the Guru's 
mouth'. The belief that the scriptures 
contain the actual words and verses 
spoken by their Gurus. Sikhs believe 
that the gurbani (the message within) is 
literally the word of Waheguru (God). 

 

Kirpan 

A blunt dagger which is usually 
concealed underneath clothing; some 
wear a small silver kirpan as a necklace. 
There is no fixed size. Symbolises that 
Sikhs must always be ready to defend 
their religion and to stand up against 
injustice. 

 

Sewa 
Means service in a gurdwara; it is done 
out of goodwill and for the benefit of 
others. It is the very essence of Sikhism. 

 

Granthi 
The name given to the person 
appointed to read from the Guru 
Granth Sahib. 

 
Gurmukh 

Aspiring to be more God-like in terms of 
actions. 

 

Manmukh Following one’s own selfish desires.  
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Timetable 

 1Mon 1Tue 1Wed 1Thu 1Fri 2Mon 2Tue 2Wed 2Thu 2Fri 

Reg           

1           

2           

Break           

3           

4           

Lunch           

Reg           

5           

6           

 


