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Bournemouth School 

Knowledge Organiser: Year 8 Autumn Term 2 

‘Knowledge is power’ by Francis Bacon 

A knowledge organiser provides you with all the most important knowledge you need for each unit of study this half term.   Your aim is to transfer all of this information 

into your long-term memory so you can use it in your lessons and further expand your understanding of this work. 

How to use your knowledge organiser (KO)? 

1. Ensure you have your KO with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 

2. Ensure you have your homework learning journal with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 

3. In lessons when you have covered information that appears on your KO your teacher will ask you to put a tick next to that section.  This means that is now added to 

what you must learn for homework. 

4. Initially follow your homework timetable to decide what to revise each evening. 

5. There are 4 strategies that you can use to revise.  They are progressively more challenging so always start with number 1.   

a. Look Cover Write Check 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. LOOK carefully at the subject and section of your KO you want to revise and try to remember as much as you can.  Remember this should be a 

ticked section. 

iii. Now COVER this information so you can’t read it. 

iv. WRITE out what you can remember word for word in your Homework Learning Journal. 

v. CHECK what you have written by comparing it to your KO.  Tick each correct word in green pen and correct any errors you have made. 

vi. Repeat this process until you are confident you can remember everything you need. 

AIM: 

You should be able to repeat the information by rote 

b. Self or peer quizzing 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. Write out a list of questions you could ask either yourself or a friend about this section of the KO.  Write these in your homework learning journal 

iii. If you are working on your own, cover the KO and write a full answer to each question. 

iv. If you are working with a partner swap books and copy down their questions and have a go at answering them. 

v. Now uncover the KO and with a green pen correct your work. 

AIM: 

You should be able to repeat the information by rote but with a good understanding 

c. Playing with words and sentences 

i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 



ii. You now want to check how well you have learnt the information in your KO. 

iii. Definitions – look at words that are used in this section.  Can you write a definition in your own words? 

iv. Rephrasing – can you rewrite the sentences or explanations in your own words 

v. Summary – can you summarise the main points of this section of the KO? 

vi. Synonyms – can you write synonyms for key words and ideas 

vii. New Sentences – Can you write a sentence that includes the key vocabulary or definitions that you have learnt? 

AIM 

You should be able to use the information in your KO in a flexible and confident way in your writing. 

d. Think it, Link it 

i. This is a technique to use towards the end of the half term when you are revising all of the KO. 

ii. Think of the links or connections between different sections of your KO.   

iii. Write these out in your own words in your homework learning journal 

iv. Think about the links between a particular section of you KO and what you have learn in your lessons.  Can you expand on this section by linking it 

to your wider knowledge?   

v. Write this out in your homework learning Journal. 

AIM 

You should be able to link your homework and your lessons to show a confident understand of the work covered. 

Homework Learning Journal  

1. Always write the subject and the date when you start your homework 

2. Always write the strategy that you are going to use for your homework 

3. Use a blue or black pen to complete your homework or a pencil if you need to draw. 

4. Always use a ruler to underline titles and dates 

5. Use a green pen to complete corrections of your work 

Checking: 

Your tutor will check your Homework Learning Journal at least once a week.  If they are concerned that you aren’t doing your homework properly they will offer support 

and guidance.  If you don’t respond to this guidance you will be added to the afterschool ‘Success club’ where a member of staff will help you complete your homework. 

DO NOW tasks: 

At the start of every lesson you should expect a Do Now task.  This is a low stakes retrieval quiz on what you have learnt so far.  If you have completed your homework this 

should be easy.  The aim is to get 100% in each of these.  If you miss this target occasionally don’t worry.  If it happens regularly your teacher will ask your tutor to have a 

chat and offer you support. 
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        Bournemouth School: History Department: Knowledge Organiser: Year 8: Autumn 2: World War I 
 

World War I: Key terms/definitions Causes of World War I: Timeline of key long term events: 

 
Term Definition 

 

 

1870-1: Franco-Prussian War 
1871: Germany takes Alsace and Lorraine 

1882: Triple Alliance formed between Germany,  
Austria-Hungary and Italy 

1906: Great Britain builds its first Dreadnought battleship 
1907: Triple Entente signed between  

Great Britain, France and Russia 
1908: Austria-Hungary seizes Bosnia and Herzegovina 
1911: Germany sends Panther battleship to Morocco 

1912: War breaks out in the Balkans 

 

World War I Global conflict which lasted from 1914 to 1918  

Militarism Belief in maintaining a strong army and being prepared to use it  

Alliances Union or association (e.g. between nation states) for mutual benefit  

Nationalism Belief that interests of the nation state binds are the most important factor  

Imperialism Building up and extending an empire  

Assassination The murder of someone important for political reasons  

Balkans Area of south-eastern Europe giving access to Mediterranean Sea  

Black Hand Serbian society which used terrorist methods to promote liberation  

Schlieffen Plan German military plan to attack France by moving quickly through Belgium  

The outbreak of World War I: Key events of 1914: 
 

28th June: Franz Ferdinand assassinated in Sarajevo 

6th July: Germany encouraged Austria-Hungary to act against Serbia 

23rd July: Austria-Hungary sent 10 demands to Serbia 

25th July: Serbia accepted all 10 demands except one 

28th July: Austria-Hungary invaded Serbia 

30th July: Russia mobilised armies to protect Serbia 

1st August: Germany declared war on Russia 

3rd August: Germany invaded France via Belgium 

4th August: Great Britain declared war on Germany.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key people 

  
 

  
 

 

Kaiser Wilhelm II: 
Emperor of 

Germany from 
1888-1918 

 

 

Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand: Heir to the 

throne of Austria- 
Hungary 

 

 

Franz Josef: 
Emperor of Austria- 
Hungary from 1848 

to 1916. 

 

 

Gavrilo Princip: 
Member of Black Hand 

group, assassinated  

Franz Ferdinand. 

 

Diagram of a World War I trench 
 

 
 

 
Key events of World War I 

 

August 1914: Battle of Tannenberg (eastern front) 

September 1914: Battle of the Masurian Lakes (eastern front) 

September 1914: Battle of the Marne 

October - November 1914: First Battle of Ypres 

February 1915 - January 1916: Gallipoli campaign (Turkey) 

April - May 1915: Second Battle of Ypres 

May 1915 - Lusitania sunk by German U-boats 

February - December 1916: German attack on Verdun 

July - November 1916: Battle of the Somme 

April 1917: USA enters WWI 

July - Nov. 1917: Third Battle of Ypres (Passchendaele) 

November 1917: Battle of Cambrai 

March 1918: Russia leaves WWI (Treaty of Brest-Litovsk) 

March 1918: Ludendorff Offensive 

November 1918: Armistice 
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Keyword/Process  Definition Example(s) 

3D shapes  Having three dimensions: length, width and 
height. 

 

Cross-section  A shape exposed by making a straight cut through 
something at right angles. 

 
A triangular prism has a triangle cross- 
section. 

Prism  A prism is a 3D shape which has the same cross-
section running through it 
 

Pyramid  A pyramid has a 2D shape base that converges to 
a vertex. 

 
Face  A flat surface. A cube has 6 faces, 12 edges and 8 vertices 

Edge  Where two faces meet. 

Vertex   A corner where two edges meet. Plural is 
vertices. 

Net  A flat 2D shape which can be folded to create a 
3D shape. 

Net of a cylinder 

Volume  The amount of space occupied by a 3D shape. It is 
measured in units cubed, e.g., cm3. 

 
Volume 
  = 9 x 4 x 2 = 72 cm3 
Surface Area 
 = 2(9 x 4 + 9 x 2 + 4 
x 2) = 124 cm2  

Volume of a 
cuboid 

 Volume of cuboid = length x width x height 

Surface Area  The total area of all the surfaces of a 3D shape. It 
is measured in units squared, e.g., mm2. 

Surface Area of a 
cuboid 

 Surface Area of Cuboid = 2(𝑙𝑤 + 𝑙ℎ +𝑤ℎ) 
 

 

Keyword  Definition Example 

Reflective 
symmetry 

 A type of symmetry in which a 2D shape is divided 
into two equal parts by a mirror line. 

A rectangle has 2 lines of 
symmetry 

Rotational 
symmetry 

 A type of symmetry in which a 2D shape is rotated 
through 360° so that it looks the same in two or 
more positions. 

Rotational symmetry order 2 

Transformation  A change to a 2D shape, such as a reflection, 
rotation, translation or enlargement. 

Shape A has been 
reflected in the 
line y = x to obtain 
the image B 

Image  The result of a transformation on an object. 

Reflection  The image formed when a 2D shape is reflected in 
a mirror line. When describing give the equation of 
the mirror line. 

Rotation  How a 2D shape is rotated. When describing give 
centre, angle and direction. 

B is a rotation of A 90° 
anti-clockwise about 
the origin 

Translations  A slide around the grid and described by a vector. B is a translation  
−3
−2

  

from A 
Vector  A vector  

𝑥
𝑦  describes a translation x units in the 

horizontal direction and y units in the vertical 
direction. 

Enlargements  A transformation that changes the size and 
position of an object by a scale factor. When 
describing give the centre of enlargement and the 
scale factor. 

B is an enlargement of 
A centre (0,1) scale 
factor -2 

Invariant Points  Invariant points are points shared by the original 
shape and its transformation. 

After shape A has been 
reflected in y = x (3,3) is an 
invariant point. 

Construction  An accurate drawing made with ruler and 
compasses. 

Construction of a 
perpendicular 
bisector through AB  Bisect  Cut exactly in half. 

Perpendicular 
bisector 

 A line that passes through a given line at the 
midpoint at right angles. 

Angle bisector  A line segment that divides an angle into two equal 
parts. 

Construction of the 
angle bisector of ABC  
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Liberation 

Also known as Moksha, and is the 
ultimate goal of the Samsara cycle – to 
be free from the cycle of birth, death 
and rebirth. 

 Why is Rama a 

popular 

murti? 

Rama is renowned for his loyalty, 
friendship, and companionship. He is 
worshipped for his devotion to Sita, and 
for being a model of chivalry. 

 
Mendhi 

A form of temporary body art that is 
painted onto the skin using henna. 

 

What do 

Mendhi 

patterns 

symbolise? 

They are frequently used at weddings 
and bridal preparations, symbolising 
good health, protection, wisdom, 
fertility, and spiritual enlightenment.  

 

The Ramayana 

It is one of the two major ancient epics 
from ancient India, which tells the story 
of Lord Rama, the seventh avatar of the 
Hindu god Vishnu. 

 
Chivalry 

Expressing qualities such as generosity 
and courtesy towards others. 

 

Mandir 
Hindu place of worship, also known as a 
Temple. 

 

Darshan 
An opportunity to see a holy person or 
the image of a deity, such as when 
Hindus perform puja in front of Lakshmi. 

 

Mahabharata 
The second ancient epic, which tells the 
story of the conflict between two 
branches of a royal family. 

 
Prashad 

Any food that has been offered to a god 
or goddess and subsequently blessed. 

 

Diwali or 

Deepawali 

Diwali is India's biggest and most 
important holiday of the year. It gets its 
name from the row of clay lamps that 
Indians light outside their homes to 
symbolise the inner light that protects 
from spiritual darkness. 

 

Moral lesson 

of the 

Ramayana 

Hindus learn about the values of loyalty, 
courage, respect for elders, obedience 
and keeping promises. It tells us that 
there is evil in the world, and that our 
bad choices can lead to serious 
consequences. 

 
Rangolis 

Coloured patterns, usually made from 
chalk, placed near a door in honour of 
Lakshmi’s visit. 

 

Murti 
A statue or image of a Hindu god or 
goddess. 

 

Puja 
The word puja is Sanskrit, and means 
reverence, honour, homage, adoration, 
and worship. 

 
Krishna 

The eighth avatar of Vishnu, who is also 
worshipped as a supreme God in his 
own right.  

 

Festival of 

Light 

A festival which symbolises that good 
triumphs over evil. 

 

Diwa Lamp 

A clay lamp that burns ghee, which is 
placed in the window for Lakshmi, in 
remembrance of the lamps that greeted 
Rama and Sita when they returned to 
Ayodhya. 

 

Holi 

Holi is celebrated to welcome in spring, 
and is seen as a new beginning where 
people can release all their inhibitions 
and start afresh. 

 

Rama 
Heir to the throne, but sent into exile 
because his stepmother wanted her son 
Bharata to become King. 

 

Sita 
An avatar of Lakshmi, and wife of Rama 
who was kidnapped by the evil demon 
king Ravana. 

 

Lakshmi 
Lakshmi is the goddess of good luck and 
fortune. 

 

Prahlad 

A young prince, remembered during the 
festival of Holi, who chose to be a 
devotee of Vishnu, his father's arch 
enemy instead of worshipping his 
father, the king. 

 

King 

Dasharatha 

The King of Ayodhya, who tried to 
please his wife by sending his beloved 
son Rama, into exile. 

 

Bhagavad Gita 

The Bhagavad Gita, also known as Gita 
is one of the most prominent Hindu 
texts, forming a part of the Indian epic 
known as Mahabharata. 

 

Holika 

A demoness in Hindu Vedic scriptures, 
who tried to kill Prahlad by placing him 
on a fire, but instead was burned on the 
fire with the help of Vishnu. 

 

Hanuman 
Worshipped as the monkey God, who in 
the Ramayana was a loyal friend of 
Prince Rama.  

 

What does the 

Gita teach 

Hindus? 

It teaches Hindus how to master their 
own minds, and the importance of 
pursuing dharma truthfully. 

 

Holi 

Celebration 

People dress in white as a symbolism of 
equality and throw coloured paint over 
each other. They also burn an effigy of 
Holika on a bonfire. 

 

Ravana 
Ten-headed demon king who tricked 
Sita and kidnapped her. He was killed by 
Rama who shot him in the heart.  

 

Equality 
Having the same rights and 
opportunities, no matter what age, 
religion, gender, sexuality etc. 

 

Lakshmana 
Devoted brother of Prince Rama who 
accompanied Rama and Sita into exile. 

 
Dharma 

A cosmic law underlying right behaviour 
and social order for Hindus. 
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How long should I spend on my homework? 
 

 

• You should spend a maximum of 30 minutes revising each day. 

• You should spend a maximum of 30 minutes Reading each day. 

• You can decide what you revise in each slot that is called Free Choice.  You can do this at the start of the year and have a fixed plan or you can decide on each day 

based on how well you feel you know your Knowledge Organisers. An example is provided below. 

 

 

 

NOTES: 

 




