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Bournemouth School 

Knowledge Organiser: Year 8 Summer Term 2 

‘Knowledge is power’ by Francis Bacon 

A knowledge organiser provides you with all the most important knowledge you need for each unit of study this half term.   Your aim is to transfer all of this information 
into your long-term memory so you can use it in your lessons and further expand your understanding of this work. 

How to use your knowledge organiser (KO)? 

1. Ensure you have your KO with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 
2. Ensure you have your homework learning journal with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 
3. In lessons when you have covered information that appears on your KO your teacher will ask you to put a tick next to that section.  This means that is now added to 

what you must learn for homework. 
4. Initially follow your homework timetable to decide what to revise each evening. 
5. There are 4 strategies that you can use to revise.  They are progressively more challenging so always start with number 1.   

a. Look Cover Write Check 
i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. LOOK carefully at the subject and section of your KO you want to revise and try to remember as much as you can.  Remember this should be a 
ticked section. 

iii. Now COVER this information so you can’t read it. 
iv. WRITE out what you can remember word for word in your Homework Learning Journal. 
v. CHECK what you have written by comparing it to your KO.  Tick each correct word in green pen and correct any errors you have made. 

vi. Repeat this process until you are confident you can remember everything you need. 
AIM: 
You should be able to repeat the information by rote 

b. Self or peer quizzing 
i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. Write out a list of questions you could ask either yourself or a friend about this section of the KO.  Write these in your homework learning journal 
iii. If you are working on your own, cover the KO and write a full answer to each question. 
iv. If you are working with a partner swap books and copy down their questions and have a go at answering them. 
v. Now uncover the KO and with a green pen correct your work. 

AIM: 
You should be able to repeat the information by rote but with a good understanding 

c. Playing with words and sentences 
i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 



ii. You now want to check how well you have learnt the information in your KO. 
iii. Definitions – look at words that are used in this section.  Can you write a definition in your own words? 
iv. Rephrasing – can you rewrite the sentences or explanations in your own words 
v. Summary – can you summarise the main points of this section of the KO? 

vi. Synonyms – can you write synonyms for key words and ideas 
vii. New Sentences – Can you write a sentence that includes the key vocabulary or definitions that you have learnt? 

AIM 
You should be able to use the information in your KO in a flexible and confident way in your writing. 

d. Think it, Link it 
i. This is a technique to use towards the end of the half term when you are revising all of the KO. 

ii. Think of the links or connections between different sections of your KO.   
iii. Write these out in your own words in your homework learning journal 
iv. Think about the links between a particular section of you KO and what you have learn in your lessons.  Can you expand on this section by linking it 

to your wider knowledge?   
v. Write this out in your homework learning Journal. 

AIM 
You should be able to link your homework and your lessons to show a confident understand of the work covered. 

Homework Learning Journal  

1. Always write the subject and the date when you start your homework 
2. Always write the strategy that you are going to use for your homework 
3. Use a blue or black pen to complete your homework or a pencil if you need to draw. 
4. Always use a ruler to underline titles and dates 
5. Use a green pen to complete corrections of your work 

Checking: 

Your tutor will check your Homework Learning Journal at least once a week.  If they are concerned that you aren’t doing your homework properly they will offer support 
and guidance.  If you don’t respond to this guidance you will be added to the afterschool ‘Success club’ where a member of staff will help you complete your homework. 

DO NOW tasks: 

At the start of every lesson you should expect a Do Now task.  This is a low stakes retrieval quiz on what you have learnt so far.  If you have completed your homework this 
should be easy.  The aim is to get 100% in each of these.  If you miss this target occasionally don’t worry.  If it happens regularly your teacher will ask your tutor to have a 
chat and offer you support. 
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Definition  Keyword 

 A language people use when developing software to tell a computer what to do.  Programming language 

 A value held in a location in the memory of the computer. It is temporary and can be changed. Variable 

 Joining text together. Concatenation 

 A set of step-by-step instructions to solve a problem.  Algorithm 

 Breaking a big problem down into smaller more simple problems. Decomposition 

 Ignoring unnecessary details of a problem to think about those details that are important. Abstraction 

 Recognising the similariƟes in how to solve different problems. Pattern recognition 

 Used to make decisions in a program based on the result of a Boolean condiƟon Selection 

 Used to repeat secƟons of code several Ɵmes. Iteration 

 Small programs that are written within a larger, main program.  Subprogram/subroutine 

 A subprogram that manipulates data and returns a result back to the main program. Procedure 

 A subprogram that manipulates data and returns a result back to the main program. Function 
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Becoming fully aware of oneself and the world
around; having a clear sense of one’s own
feelings and thoughts.

Right 
Mindfulness

Dukkha: All life involves suffering and
dissatisfaction.

The First Noble 
Truth

A title meaning ‘the enlightened one’,
given to Siddhartha Gautama.Buddha

Tanha: The cause of suffering is craving / desire.
The Second 
Noble Truth

A follower of Buddhism.Buddhist

Nirodha: If craving ceases suffering will also
cease.

The Third Noble 
Truth

Good and bad actions we build up, which
can affect rebirth.Karma Training the mind to attain states of deep

concentration.
Right 

Concentration
Magga: The Middle Way will lead to the end of
suffering.

The Fourth Noble 
Truth

The cycle of life, death and rebirth; also
known as reincarnation.Samsara

The Buddha’s teachings. Also known as the
Dharma.The Dhamma

A state of complete enlightenment, happiness
and peace.NirvanaThe four people that Siddhartha saw on

leaving the palace that caused him to
challenge his understanding about the
nature of existence (an old man, a sick
man, a corpse and a holy man).

The Four 
Sights

Also known as the ‘Three Jewels’. Buddhists
take refuge in the Three Refuges, which are the
Buddha, the Dhamma and the Sangha.

The Three 
RefugesEight aspects that Buddhists practise and live by

in order to achieve enlightenment.
The Eightfold 

Path

The monastic order or a Buddhist community
who practise Dhamma.The SanghaAccepting the Buddha’s teachings, particularly

the Four Noble Truths.
Right 

Understanding

The life of a holy man, who denies
himself excess and indulgence.Asceticism

Follow the teachings of Siddhartha Gotama the
founder of Buddhism. It is also known as ‘the
school of elders.’ The focus is on meditation
and following the eightfold path

Theravadin 
Buddhism

Giving something up, in this case the
Buddha renounced his princely life.

Renunciatio
n Having the right approach and outlook to

following the Eightfold Path; being determined
to follow the Buddhist path with a sincere
attitude.

Right IntentionA practice of calming and focusing the
mind and reflecting deeply on specific
teachings to penetrate their true
meaning.

Meditation

Literally means ‘greater vehicle’, it is a term
used to describe several different traditions
that share some overlapping characteristics.
They accept the teachings of other people who
have also reached enlightenment.

Mahayana 
Buddhism

Speaking truthfully in a helpful, positive way;
avoiding lying or gossiping about others.Right Speech

Three observations made by the Buddha
on the nature of reality and our
existence. These Truths underpin
Buddhism.

Three 
Universal 

Truths
Behaving in a peaceful, ethical way; avoiding
acts such as stealing, harming others, or
overindulging in sensual pleasures.

Right Action
Impermanence; the idea that everything
is in a constant state of change.Anicca

A ‘perfected person’ who has overcome the
main causes of suffering to achieve
enlightenment. When an Arhat dies, they are
no longer reborn but attain Nirvana.

Arhat
Earning a living in a way that does not harm
others, for example not doing work that exploits
people or harms animals.

Right Livelihood
The idea that people do not have a
permanent, fixed self or soul.Anatta

Someone who sees their own enlightenment as
being bound up with the enlightenment of all
beings. Out of compassion, they remain in the
cycle of samsara in order to help others
achieve enlightenment as well.

Bodhisattva

The first of the Four Noble Truths. All life
involves suffering and dissatisfaction.Dukkha

Putting effort into meditation, in particular
thinking positively and freeing oneself from
negative emotions and thoughts.

Right Effort
The essence of the Buddha’s teaching.

The Four 
Noble 
Truths
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Timetable 

 1Mon 1Tue 1Wed 1Thu 1Fri 2Mon 2Tue 2Wed 2Thu 2Fri 

Reg           

1           

2           

Break           

3           

4           

Lunch           

Reg           

5           

6           
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