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Bournemouth School 

Knowledge Organiser: Year 7 Autumn 2 

‘Knowledge is power’ by Francis Bacon 

A knowledge organiser provides you with all the most important knowledge you need for each unit of study for that half term.   Your aim is to transfer all of this information 
into your long-term memory so you can use it in your lessons and further expand your understanding of this work. 

During the first term of Year 7, as you learn how to use a Knowledge Organiser, you will have less to learn that other year groups.   

How to use your knowledge organiser (KO): 

1. Ensure you have your KO and Homework Learning Journal with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 
2. Although you have a Knowledge Organiser for all subjects, you will only be expected to work on Maths, Science and French or Spanish. In lessons when you have 

covered information that appears on your KO, your teacher will ask you to put a tick next to that section.  This means that is now added to what you must learn for 
homework. 

3. Initially, follow your homework timetable to decide what to revise each evening. 
4. There are 4 strategies that you can use to revise.  They are progressively more challenging so always start with the first in the list.   

a. Look Cover Write Check 
i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. LOOK carefully at the subject and section of your KO you want to revise and try to remember as much as you can.  Remember this should be a 
ticked section. 

iii. Now COVER this information so you can’t read it. 
iv. WRITE out what you can remember word for word in your Homework Learning Journal. 
v. CHECK what you have written by comparing it to your KO.  Tick each correct word in green pen and correct any errors you have made. 

vi. Repeat this process until you are confident you can remember everything you need. 
AIM: 
You should be able to repeat the information by rote 

b. Self or peer quizzing 
i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. Write out a list of questions you could ask either yourself or a friend about this section of the KO.  Write these in your Homework Learning Journal. 
iii. If you are working on your own, cover the KO and write a full answer to each question. 
iv. If you are working with a partner swap books and copy down their questions and have a go at answering them. 
v. Now uncover the KO and with a green pen correct your work. 

AIM: 
You should be able to repeat the information by rote but with a good understanding 
 



c. Playing with words and sentences 
i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. You now want to check how well you have learnt the information in your KO. 
iii. Definitions – look at words that are used in this section.  Can you write a definition in your own words? 
iv. Rephrasing – can you rewrite the sentences or explanations in your own words? 
v. Summary – can you summarise the main points of this section of the KO? 

vi. Synonyms – can you write synonyms for key words and ideas? 
vii. New Sentences – can you write a sentence that includes the key vocabulary or definitions that you have learnt? 

AIM 
You should be able to use the information in your KO in a flexible and confident way in your writing. 

d. Think it, Link it 
i. This is a technique to use towards the end of the half term when you are revising all of the KO. 

ii. Think of the links or connections between different sections of your KO.   
iii. Write these out in your own words in your Homework Learning Journal. 
iv. Think about the links between a particular section of your KO and what you have learnt in your lessons.  Can you expand on this section by linking it 

to your wider knowledge?   
v. Write this out in your Homework Learning Journal. 

AIM 
You should be able to link your homework and your lessons to show a confident understanding of the work covered. 

Homework Learning Journal  

1. Always write the subject and the date when you start your homework. 
2. Always write the strategy that you are going to use for your homework. 
3. Use a blue or black pen to complete your homework or a pencil if you need to draw. 
4. Always use a ruler to underline titles and dates. 
5. Use a green pen to complete corrections of your work. 
6. You are expected to complete half a side of your Homework Learning Journal each evening as a minimum. 

Checking: 

Your tutor will check your Homework Learning Journal at least once a week.  If they are concerned that you aren’t doing your homework properly they will offer support 
and guidance.  If you don’t respond to this guidance you will be added to the afterschool ‘Success club’ where a member of staff will help you complete your homework. 

 

 

 



DO NOW tasks: 

At the start of every Maths, Science and French or Spanish lesson, you should expect a Do Now task.  This is a low stakes retrieval quiz on what you have learnt so far.  If you 
have completed your homework this should be easy.  The aim is to get 100% in each of these.  If you miss this target occasionally, don’t worry.  If it happens regularly your 
teacher will ask your tutor to have a chat and offer you support. 

Maths: 

Your teacher will set you tasks to complete on Dr Frost Maths.  This will be set every week on a Monday and will be collected in and checked on a Friday.  If this has not 
been completed you will be issued a Detention on A Wednesday Lunchtime. 

 

How long should I spend on my homework? 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 You should spend about 15 minutes revising each day.  This will increase after Christmas. 
 You should spend about 30 minutes reading each day. 
 This timetable is a guide.  If you want to spend longer revising one subject that you find more difficult and less time on one you find easy, that is your choice. 
 We would like you to spend one evening involved in a physical activity.  This might be a sports club, a run, a game of football with friends or just a nice walk with the 

dog.  Ask your PE teacher if you need guidance with this.  It doesn’t have to be on a Wednesday. 

 

 

 

 Year 7 Autumn 2 
 Week 1 

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
5 mins MFL MFL Physical 

Activity 
MFL MFL 

10 min Maths Science Maths Science 
30 mins Reading Reading Reading Reading 

 Week 2 
Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
5 mins MFL MLF Physical 

Activity 
MFL MFL 

10  Maths Science Maths Science 
30 Reading Reading Reading Reading 
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Bass The sound made when a djembe is struck in the centre 
of the drum skin.

Beat One unit of the pulse. Note lengths are measured in 
beats.

Call and response Two musical phrases, where the second is 
a direct response to the first. Sometimes the ‘call’ phrase will 
be played or sung by a soloist.

Djembe A goblet-shaped drum played with the hands. The 
Djembe comes from the area of the historical Mali Empire in 
West Africa — modern Guinea, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ivory 
Coast, Gambia, and Senegal 

Polyrhythm Using more than one unrelated rhythm at the 
same time.

Pulse The regular beats of a piece of music that act as a 
scaffolding for the rhythm. You might not be able to hear the 
pulse itself in a piece of music, but you will hear rhythms that 
fit around it.

Rhythm Patterns of longer and shorter sounds.

Slap The sound made when a djembe is struck at the edge of 
the skin with the fingers separated. 

Solo One person performing on their own, or a section of 
music which highlights a single performer.

Structure The order in which the different sections of a piece 
of music happen.

Year 7

Unit 2

Rhythms of the world

Tempo The speed of the pulse, and how it 
changes.

Tone The sound made when a djembe is struck 
at the edge of the skin with the fingers together. 

TUBS (Time Unit Box System)

A simple way of writing out rhythms. Each box 
represents a unit of time (a beat or part of one), 
and a letter or symbol in the box indicates that a 
sound is made.

In this example, each box is half a beat long (the 
count is written in the top row) and the letters in 
each box show how the djembe is played (Bass, 
Tone or Slap).

American 
name

English 
name

BeatsRest 
(silence)

Note

Whole 
note

Semibreve4

Half noteMinim2

Quarter 
note

Crotchet1

Eighth 
note

Quaver½

Rhythm notation

This QR code will take you 
to a Spotify playlist with 
audio examples of many 
of the concepts covered 
on this sheet and in 
lessons.  You will find it 
helpful to listen to these 
as you learn.
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Notes on the keyboard

The notes are arranged in alphabetical order, from 
low to high.

Look for the pattern of black notes. C is always the 
white note to the left of the group of two black 
keys.

Year 7

Unit 2

The keyboard

Treble clef

The treble clef sets the note G as the second line up 
on a musical stave. Any note with the note head (the 
round bit) covering that line is a G:

Notes are arranged in alphabetical order, using lines 
and spaces. It’s always the note head that tells you 
which note it is. The first C (middle C) needs to be on a 
line, but there isn’t one, so it gets its own (a ledger 
line).

Because we only use the letters A-G, the note above G 
is A, and we start again.

Notes on lines—an easy way to remember

Spaces spell ‘FACE’
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Timetable 

 1Mon 1Tue 1Wed 1Thu 1Fri 2Mon 2Tue 2Wed 2Thu 2Fri 

Reg           

1           

2           

Break           

3           

4           

Reg           

Lunch           

5           

6           

 


