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Bournemouth School 

Knowledge Organiser: Year 8 Autumn Term 2 

‘Knowledge is power’ by Francis Bacon 

A knowledge organiser provides you with all the most important knowledge you need for each unit of study this half term.   Your aim is to transfer all of this information 
into your long-term memory so you can use it in your lessons and further expand your understanding of this work. 

How to use your knowledge organiser (KO): 

1. Ensure you have your KO and Homework Learning journal with you at all times in school and when you need to do your homework at home. 
2. In lessons when you have covered information that appears on your KO, your teacher will ask you to put a tick next to that section.  This means that is now added 

to what you must learn for homework. 
3. Initially, follow your homework timetable to decide what to revise each evening. 
4. There are 4 strategies that you can use to revise.  They are progressively more challenging so always start with the first in the list.   

a. Look Cover Write Check 
i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. LOOK carefully at the subject and section of your KO you want to revise and try to remember as much as you can.  Remember this should be a 
ticked section. 

iii. Now COVER this information so you can’t read it. 
iv. WRITE out what you can remember word for word in your Homework Learning Journal. 
v. CHECK what you have written by comparing it to your KO.  Tick each correct word in green pen and correct any errors you have made. 

vi. Repeat this process until you are confident you can remember everything you need. 
AIM: 
You should be able to repeat the information by rote 

b. Self or peer quizzing 
i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 

ii. Write out a list of questions you could ask either yourself or a friend about this section of the KO.  Write these in your Homework Learning Journal. 
iii. If you are working on your own, cover the KO and write a full answer to each question. 
iv. If you are working with a partner swap books and copy down their questions and have a go at answering them. 
v. Now uncover the KO and with a green pen correct your work. 

AIM: 
You should be able to repeat the information by rote but with a good understanding 
 

c. Playing with words and sentences 
i. Identify the subject and section of your KO that you want to revise.  This should be one of the ticked sections. 



ii. You now want to check how well you have learnt the information in your KO. 
iii. Definitions – look at words that are used in this section.  Can you write a definition in your own words? 
iv. Rephrasing – can you rewrite the sentences or explanations in your own words? 
v. Summary – can you summarise the main points of this section of the KO? 

vi. Synonyms – can you write synonyms for key words and ideas? 
vii. New Sentences – can you write a sentence that includes the key vocabulary or definitions that you have learnt? 

AIM 
You should be able to use the information in your KO in a flexible and confident way in your writing. 

d. Think it, Link it 
i. This is a technique to use towards the end of the half term when you are revising all of the KO. 

ii. Think of the links or connections between different sections of your KO.   
iii. Write these out in your own words in your Homework Learning Journal. 
iv. Think about the links between a particular section of your KO and what you have learnt in your lessons.  Can you expand on this section by linking it 

to your wider knowledge?   
v. Write this out in your Homework Learning Journal. 

AIM 
You should be able to link your homework and your lessons to show a confident understanding of the work covered. 

Homework Learning Journal  

1. Always write the subject and the date when you start your homework. 
2. Always write the strategy that you are going to use for your homework. 
3. Always use a ruler to underline titles and dates. 
4. Use a blue or black pen to complete your homework or a pencil if you need to draw. 
5. Use a green pen to complete corrections of your work. 
6. You are expected to complete half a side of your Homework Learning Journal each evening as a minimum. 

Checking: 

Your tutor will check your Homework Learning Journal at least once a week.  If they are concerned that you aren’t doing your homework properly they will offer support 
and guidance.  If you don’t respond to this guidance you will be added to the afterschool ‘Success club’ where a member of staff will help you complete your homework. 

DO NOW tasks: 

At the start of every lesson you should expect a Do Now task.  This is a low stakes retrieval quiz on what you have learnt so far.  If you have completed your homework this 
should be easy.  The aim is to get 100% in each of these.  If you miss this target occasionally, don’t worry.  If it happens regularly your teacher will ask your tutor to have a 
chat and offer you support. 

 



Maths: 

Your teacher will set you tasks to complete on Dr Frost Maths.  This will be set every week on a Monday and will be collected in and checked on a Friday.  If this has not 
been completed you will be issued a Detention on a Wednesday Lunchtime. 

 

How long should I spend on my homework? 
 

Key Stage 3 
Week 1 

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
5 mins MFL MFL Physical 

Activity 
MFL MFL 

10 Maths English Maths Art 
10 Science RS Music Science 
10 Computing FPAN/Graphics History Geography 
25 Reading / 

Revision 
Reading / 
Revision 

Reading / 
Revision 

Reading / 
Revision 

Week 2 
Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
5 mins MFL MFL Physical 

Activity 
MFL MFL 

10 Maths English Maths Art 
10 Science RS Music Science 
10 Computing DT History Geography 
25 Reading / 

Revision 
Reading / 
Revision 

Reading / 
Revision 

Reading / 
Revision 

 

 You should spend about 35 minutes revising your KO each day. 
 You should spend 25 minutes either reading or revising each day. 
 This timetable is a guide.  If you want to spend longer revising one subject that you find more difficult and less time on one you find easy, that is your choice. 
 We would like you to spend one evening involved in a physical activity.  This might be a sports club, a run, a game of football with friends or just a nice walk with the 

dog.  Ask your PE teacher if you need guidance with this.  It doesn’t have to be on a Wednesday. 
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Bass Clef Notation

Remember the notes on the lines with:

Green Buses Drive Fast Always

Remember the notes in the spaces with:

All Cows Eat Grass

Instrumentation

Saxophone—a woodwind instrument with a single 
reed. Made of metal. Comes in different sizes and 
pitches

Trumpet—high pitched brass instrument with 
valves

Trombone—low pitched brass instrument with a 
slide.

Year 8 

Unit 2

Blues & jazz
Mute—cone shaped object which is inserted into the bell of a 
brass instrument to alter the sound  produced

Bass Guitar—low pitch instrument which looks like an electric 
guitar, but has 4 strings  and is tuned to the same notes as the 
double bass

Double Bass—double bass—lowest member of  string family. 
Usually played pizzicato or plucked in jazz music

Acoustic Guitar—plucked string instrument, not amplified

Electric Guitar—plucked string instrument which is amplified

Drum Kit—a collection of drums and cymbals which can be 
played by one player. Includes bass drum, snare drum and tom-
toms

Piano—keyboard instrument in which the strings are 

Rhythm Section—bass, piano and/or guitar and drum kit in a 
jazz band

Front line—melodic instrument eg saxophone, trumpet, 
trombone

Melody

Improvisation  - when the melody is made up in performance 
rather than composed and notated in advance

Blues note—using a flattened note in the melody to increase 
the emotional quality of the music. The 3rd and the 7th note of 
the scale are the most commonly flattened notes

the 7th note of the scale are the most commonly 
flattened notes

Walking bass line—name given to the characteristic 
melodic shape in the bass line which involves ‘walking’ 
up and down the notes of the chord in crotchets

Fill—a short, often improvised, solo passage between 
phrases

Blues Scale—a scale which includes the flattened 3rd 
and 7th 

Jazz Features

Syncopation—rhythmic device which accents the off 
beat

Swing Rhythm— rhythmic pattern where quavers are 
played  unevenly as a longer note and a shorter note 
rather than of equal length. 

Seventh chord—a chord which has an additional note 
added which is 7 notes above the root eg C7 contains 
the notes C, E, G, Bb

12 bar blues  - a chord sequence commonly used in 
blues and jazz. In C major the chords are:

C C C C

F F C C

G F C C

This QR code will take you to a 
Spotify playlist with audio 
examples of many of the 
concepts covered on this sheet 
and in lessons.  You will find it 
helpful to listen to these as 
you learn.
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Timetable 

 1Mon 1Tue 1Wed 1Thu 1Fri 2Mon 2Tue 2Wed 2Thu 2Fri 

Reg           

1           

2           

Break           

3           

4           

Reg           

Lunch           

5           

6           

 


