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BOURNEMOUTH SCHOOL

Halt termly update

The Autumn Term

It is hard to believe that we are half-way through the academic year already! It has been a very busy half
term. Alongside continuing to focus upon students’ academic progress, we have hosted a performance
of the “Wasps’ Nest” by local theatre group Vita Nova, and have continued to improve the School’s
accommodation. We are pleased to report that the new canopy described in the last newsletter was
installed at the beginning of January and that the refurbishment of the lecture theatre, toilets and IT
suites is nearing completion. We have also launched a project to celebrate the School’s 125™
anniversary in January 2026 — see our website for further details https://www.bournemouth-
school.org/bs125/

For a variety of reasons, a number of colleagues have been absent for some or all of the half term. We
have endeavoured to ensure that the impact upon students has been minimised, but the cleaning of the
school buildings and our catering provision has been affected. We are working hard to address these
issues, and thank you for your patience. Unfortunately, we are already aware of some further staffing
issues that will affect students in the weeks after half term. Such issues are beyond our control, but we
do have plans in place to overcome them. These plans will, however, require some timetables to
change; students affected will be informed of these changes on their return after half term.

The end of the half term has been marked by the Darwin/Turner charity week. The obligatory cake sale
and tuck shop was supplemented by selling milkshakes and collecting donations for “Hope for Food”
(see below) — with the “Sponge the Teacher” event scheduled for Friday lunchtime. We are very grateful
to everyone for contributing to the collections for charity and to the prefects for their organisation of the
events.

As usual, the termly newsletter will give a wider and more detailed view of life at Bournemouth School.
We are using the remainder of this newsletter to offer some timely reminders to parents and to pass on
some information from colleagues at the local authority.

Remeniber,..

The term will resume for students on Tuesday 25 February. Staff will return to school on Monday 24
February for an INSET day.
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LockRApwn Procediures

As you'll be aware, over the last few years we have been gradually improving the security of our site,
most recently by securing access from the front of school. This means that the likelihood of there being
an intruder on our premises during the school day is minimised.

You may also be aware from the media that legislation is currently progressing through parliament that
will place a requirement on schools to consider the threat from terrorism and implement appropriate and
proportionate mitigating measures (Martyn’s Law). To comply with this legislation, we will be completing
training, raising awareness and sharing information with both staff and students.

Although we already have well-established fire evacuation routines, we now also need to develop
separate procedures for situations where we need to keep students safe within the school buildings —
known as a ‘lockdown’. Therefore, in the coming weeks, we will be sharing our plans with students
during tutor sessions and in assemblies prior to carrying out an announced practice of the procedures.
This will enable us to review everything we have planned and make changes where appropriate for any
implementation of the lockdown process in the future, no matter how unlikely we feel that may be.

We understand that some may find such matters unsettling; therefore, to reduce students’ anxiety and to
ensure that you as parents are fully aware of our intentions, we would like to outline our plans as they
currently stand.

1. Upon discovery of cause to initiate a lockdown, a pulsed ringing of the school bells will sound,
differentiating this signal from the fire alarm and the familiar class change.

2. No further bells will be sounded, unless a fire evacuation is called for, until the site has been
declared safe.

3. Rather than evacuating the building, as we would do in the event of a fire, everyone will be
expected to stay where they are, or go to an indoor place of safety. In the majority of cases, this
will mean that students will simply stay in their classrooms with their teachers.

4. To ensure that all are protected from a possible attack, doors and windows will be locked (where
possible), students will be asked to sit on the floor, keep out of sight and stay as silent as
possible.

5. The ‘all clear’ will be signalled by the ringing of the school bells, after which the normal school
day will resume.

We want to emphasise that we feel that the likelihood of this plan being implemented due to an intruder
with malicious intent on site is VERY low. That said, it would be remiss of us not to have procedures in
place for such an eventuality.

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this, please relay them through your child’s tutor.

vapes

A warning and a plea for information.

Dorset Police and local schools are becoming increasingly aware of a rise in children being in
possession of vapes and vape products, such as vape liquids. The legal age to supply or use a vape in
the UK is 18, yet some retailers have failed to uphold this rule and are putting our children at risk.
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Additionally, there have been reported incidents of children becoming unwell after using vape products.
With a rise in counterfeit vapes and illicit vapes containing banned substances such as THC (the
principal psychoactive constituent of cannabis) or other dangerous synthetic substances, we all need to
be aware of the risk of harm these pose to children and work together to remove them from the streets.
Remember: any student in possession of a vape containing a banned substance in school will
almost certainly be permanently excluded.

In order for Police and Trading Standards to take positive action and keep our children safe, we need
you to tell us where children might be sourcing vapes and vape products, and who may be supplying
them. This may be a particular shop, individual, or other illegitimate vendor. You can provide this
information either by contacting Dorset Police, Trading Standards or anonymously via Crimestoppers.

Should your child become unwell after using a vape, please seek urgent medical attention. Although
such cases are rare, adverse reactions seen in recent incidents include dizziness, heart palpitations and
even falling unconscious.

Nicotine Patches

In the last 12 months in Dorset, there have been 844 seizures of nicotine patches, by Officers. These
are small Nicotine pouches that fit under the top lip. They are largely unregulated and there is currently
no law stopping children from buying them. Nicotine pouches are often presented in bright packaging
with appealing flavours to make them more attractive to young users.

They are sometimes informally referred to as 'snus' - although that is a tobacco product that has been
banned in the UK and EU since 1992. While they are less harmful than smoking, they are highly
addictive and not recommended for teenagers or non-smokers.

E-Scopters

E-Scooters are being increasingly used in criminal exploitation. E-scooters are illegal on the roads,
unless using one of the BCP scooters. However to hire a BERYL e-scooter you must:

e have a UK-valid driving licence or provisional licence
e be aged 18 or older
e register on the Beryl app

Further information on their use can be found here Safety is paramount at Beryl. It's at the forefront of
everything we do These two reports show examples of how dangerous these e-scooters can be:

- Brother and sister killed in hit-and-run believed to have been riding e-scooter | UK News | Sky
News
- Linda Davis: E-scooter rider, 14, sentenced over woman's death - BBC News

Students SHOULD NOT be using e-scooters as a method of transport to school and they will not be
allowed to be stored in our bike sheds.

Participation in PE/Sports Fixtures

We highly value and encourage our students' participation in sports fixtures, as they play a crucial role in
their overall development. However, it is essential that students maintain a strong focus on their
academic responsibilities. If a student is not dedicating sufficient effort to their learning and is wasting
time in lessons, they will not be permitted to miss classes to attend sports fixtures.
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We appreciate your understanding and support in ensuring that our students prioritise their education
while enjoying the benefits of sports

Sateguarding

As always, we would like to remind you that safeguarding the young people in our care is absolutely our
number one priority in school. All staff in school continue to receive regular training on the statutory

guidance called ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ and this is updated annually in preparation for the
new academic year.

Please do contact us if you have any questions or queries: School holidays
can be an anxious time for some families so please do use our website to
navigate your way around some support agencies that you can turn to.

If you need to report something during school holidays you can find contact -
details on these pages (Link to ‘External Agencies). Click on the QR code to E |-
take you straight to it or you can use www.bournemouth-school.org and :
follow the links through the ‘Main Menu’. At the bottom of this letter you will see the contact information
for the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL), Mrs C Wood, and the Deputy Safeguarding Leads
(DDSL’s).

Operﬂtiﬁn ENCOMPASS

Our school is part of Operation Encompass, a national initiative that collaborates with schools and police
forces.

Operation Encompass ensures that schools are informed before the start of the next school day if a child
or young person has experienced domestic abuse. We have a designated staff member, known as the
Key Adult (Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mrs C Wood), who is trained in Operation Encompass
procedures. This allows us to confidentially use the information provided to support the children in our
care.

The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 recognises children who experience domestic abuse as victims in their
own right. On 24 May 2024, the Victims and Prisoners Act received Royal Assent, making Operation
Encompass a legal requirement. This means police forces must share Operation Encompass
notifications with schools.

We are committed to offering the best support to all our students, and through Operation Encompass, we
can provide them with the necessary support. Participation in Operation Encompass mandates a secure
record-keeping trail, which may be electronic or paper based. Within Operation Encompass all records
are managed at Child Protection level with the highest level of security and confidentiality, and in full
accordance with GDPR. These records are held by police and schools only.

Further information on this can be found on https://www.operationencompass.org/

PERATION
NCOMPASS

In every force. In every school. For every child.
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REPORT

REMOYE

Nude image of you online?
We can help take it down.

Under 18s can now confidentially report sexual images or videos of themselves and remove them
from the internet via Childline.

“Report Remove” is there to help young people under 18 in the UK to confidentially report sexual images
and videos of themselves and remove them from the internet. Having nudes shared can feel scary, and
it can leave the victim feeling worried or even ashamed. But it's not their fault.

It's against the law for anyone to share a sexual image or video of someone who’s under 18, and “Report
Remove” is working with the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) and Yoti to help victims remove any
sexual image or video of them that’s online.

“Report Remove” is safe, easy and free — all you need to do is follow these steps:

choose your age range

create a Childline account so you can be sent updates on your report

report your image or video to the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF)

talk to a Childline counsellor if you want any extra support, or access support on the

Childline website

e check your Childline locker a few days after your report to see if you need to add any
more information and to see updates on your report

e report any issues with this process by sending an email from your Childline locker with the

subject ‘Report Remove’ and as much information about the problem as you can.

For more information on how to report an image or video, see here.

childline

ONWUINE, ON THE PHONE, ANYTIMVE
childline.org.uk | 0800 1111
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A reminder about what happens if it snows...

Closing a school of this size is never an easy or straightforward decision and given the difficulty we know
this causes you, the parents, | thought you would welcome some background to the decision making
process. The decision to close a school is taken by the Headteacher; following a risk assessment that is
based on a number of factors. This decision has to be taken without knowing how the weather will
progress during the day. Issues considered include site safety, the likely level of staffing, the availability
of catering and also if bus services are running. Before any decision is taken, the Headteacher of
Bournemouth School for Girls, Mr Sims, and | liaise and seek advice from senior colleagues, the site
staff and the bus companies.

Although some staff, students and parents are able to move safely to and from school no matter how
severe the conditions, we listen carefully to the police and the bus service providers. We do not wish to
pressurise any student, parent or member of staff into making a journey that they believe to be unsafe.
We also consider the level of adult supervision that is likely to be available at school. Should there be a
predicted high level of staff absence, it would be very hard to guarantee a worthwhile day for those
students who do manage to struggle in. If at all possible the school will remain open when there is snow.
If there is a snowfall overnight we always endeavour to have made a decision by 7 am. If the weather
deteriorates during the school day, we make the decision as soon as possible.

If it is necessary, in the interests of pupil welfare, to close a school because of extreme weather conditions,
you would be notified as follows:

¢ an e-mail will be sent to those parents who have given us their e-mail address

e a message will be posted on the school’s website www.bournemouth-school.org
[Remember that you might need to refresh the page with the F5 key.]

e radio messages will be broadcast on Heart FM, Radio Solent, Fire FM and Wave 105 (the
websites will also list the school as being closed);

e a message will be posted on the local authority’s website www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk

Should we need to close the school during normal school hours, boys who already have parental
permission to leave the school site in such circumstances will do so after having registered with their
tutor. The remaining students will stay with their tutor until contact with home has been made, and
appropriate arrangements for the student are in place.
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